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CHAPTER SIX
LY Bf : THE UPRISING OF THE COLONS

The dynasties of the T@ng and the T& were short-
lived. This intensified the atmosphere of irresponsabili-
ty on the part of the officials towards the population
of Giao-ch@u. The dynasty of the den;', which came in
502 and expired in 557 did not fare better, and more ir-
responsablility generated more insecurity in thias far-
south area. '

Right in 503, only a year after the accession of
the Ludng into imperial power, the governor of Giao-chau,
Ly Kh&i,ztried to be independent. One of . Khai's officers
seeing in the illegal action of his superior a gogd op-
portunity for advancement, killed him and replaced him.
This was Ly T§b3 who was not better than any other go-
vernor, evén worse, but he held tight his governorship.
In 516, when Nguygh Téng Hi8u revoltedhe killed this man,
and sent his head to Ki%n-xhangs.

This was a sign of intense unrest, Uneasiness a-

gainst the government filled the‘air1vnfortunately those

1. The Ludng %E t The 5th and the 6th centuries saw
a series of short-lived dynaties on the throne of China.

2, L}".Khai §' ’g}l, 1 See Ludng-~thu 7 ‘2 book 2, in the
edition Nhi Thap Ngu S\, page 1770; Tu Tri, book 146, page
page 969, and book 148, page 986, These aocuments gave
the Hame Ly Khai but Complete History (hook 4, page 13)
wrote Ly Nquyen Khai. May he there was a confusion in the
mind of Ngé s1 rién, hecause at that time, there was an
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who capitalized on the situation did so on bahalf of

[ X F e

their own, not of the public,and they failed.The people
was keen enough to know their worth. But if someone
would have the boldness to stand up for the people's in-
terest, he could have the support of the inhabitants,
both colons and autochthons. This was the case of LY B(.
Was Ly B{ really a colon ? It seemed that he was

6
not if we read only the Ludng-thu. In this history of the

Luidng, there was this introduction :'' Giao-chi tho dan

Ly Bi 'é8ng thi-si Tiéu Tu''( Ly Bi, native of Giao-chi,
attacked the governor Tiéu Td). In Td Tri,the tone was not
so affermative regarding his origin. It said :'' Ly Bi of
Giao-chi...". According to what we have seen about this
kind of appellation, at this stage of population shifting
growth, phrases like those of Ludng-thy and Td tri should
be construed as '‘colon born in Giao-chi".

And this was exactly what Ng6 si Lién tried to say.

An author who up to now did his best to direct the spot-

light on the aborigene elements, this time Ngé si Lién

official named pang Nguyén Khai, who held the prefecture
of Ich-chiau,

< =

3. Lf Tac’%?' % : Type of strongly selfish profiteer.
4, Nguyéﬁ Tong Hidu PA fai ?#' : tri, book 148, page
986, said that he was native of Giao-chau. '‘'Giao-chau
phan gia Nguyén Téng Hi€u...'®

5. Kién-khang iE; jj{’was the capitol of China,

6, Luong-thu, hook }i_page 1773 Giao-chiu th& dan Ly Bi
cong tE%-aﬁ’ Tiéu Tu 5 Hl E ¥ % 11 %) @ 2
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seemaed to want to emphasize the contrary. Depicting the
origin of his hero, he yrote:" The family name of the em-
peror was Ly, his name Bi, native of Long-hdhga, Thai-
bfhh . The ancestor of the emperor were people of the
North who suffered from wars during the decline of the Han
Anterior??éscaped to the south, After seven generations,
they became southern people"10 This unexpected but full
explanation left no doubt about the meaning of the phrase

*+
''"native of Giao-chi'® mentioned above.

The case of Ly Bi clarified many other cases.A great

many people who came from central China to Giao-chau, came
to stay. After settling down in their new habitat, they
had no other homeland than the department in which they
lived. Gradually, a sense of community developped. They
took care of their common interest. They defended the good
reputation of their common name.11 They were proud of the

accomplishments of their neighbors and were infuriated

at the injustice imposed on them. In certain fields,and

7. Td tri, go 158, pa e 1047: Glao-chi Ly Bi thé vi hao

huu ¥ .Qk 4.

8? Long -huhg HE";Eg was a village of the district of Thai-
binh.

9. Thai-binh 7&.IF¥ The region that has the same name now
in North vietnam.

10, Complete l'istory, book 4, page 15: ae tinh Ly, huy Bi,
Long-hing, Thid{-bInh nh@n da. Ry tién RAc nhan, Tay Han
mat, hd w chjnhggpat ti cu Nam tho. thit tha, toai vi
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to a certain extent,rfor example in the attitude to be
taken against the irresponsible governors, they made
common cause between themselves, and even with the autoch-
thons. Atthis stage, considering the colons as people

of the soil (th8-dan),was just an accurate expression,
because they belonged to the soil as much as the soil
belonged to them.

Ly Bf was furthermore a colon well-educated.His
family enjoyed prosperity since many generations. He him-
self had a position in the government. What was particu-~
lar was that he had dismissed his function, because things
did not please him. There was much discrimination be-
tween officials coming from central Chinalz, and officials
native of the departments of the outkirsts. The condi-
tion of his friend, Tinh Thighfa intensified his dissa-
tisfaction. Tinh Thidu was a man very versed in literature.
He was applying for a job in the government. But consid-
dering his case, the Minister of Interior séi Téh 14 re-
fused to admit him. According to the minister, Thiéh
was dismissed only on the ground that he had had no man-

darins in his family. The only job available to the ap-

11. These names are mostly geographical names.

12, Central China,here, is meant belonging to proper Chiw
nese territory, not to the colonies in the outskirts.

13. Tinh Thiéu ﬁf 1*3 : Native of the same villaqe as
Ly Bf and his close friend.

14, sai T&h%‘ Jf!— t Ha was Lai-B§ Tthng-th\xﬁ ?ﬂ o ‘2')
a

and very conservative in his selection of officials.

b o SRR 2t
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plicant was to be guardian at Qu;ng_ddéng. Ashamed,
Tinh Thiéu went back to his native village and deplored
his fate with Ly Bi.ls

Meanwhile, Giao-ch3u was governed by Tifu TW,
an official of the worst type. Tu was both cmuel and
demanding. Everybody in the area hated him. For Ly Bf,
he was doubly condemned. Not only Tu made his contxymen
miserable, he was also the representative of a govern-
ment which upheld unjust inequality and discrimination,
and let down talented people as Tinh Thiéﬁ just because
this man had no ancestor mandarin. Was it a golden.oppor-
tunity to initiate a change, be it as big as a life or
death adventure ? L{ Bf thought that it was.

Time for an uprising was rjpe .+ On one hand,
1y B{ had to stand up to make it known that people of
the far-south departments were victims all the time of
injustice and exploitation; that governors and prefects
appointed by the Central Government did not work for
the people, but only for their own interest; that the
people of Giao-chau should take care of themselves and
of their security. On the other hand, the population
was réady to support suéh an uprising. Both colons and
aborigenes were waiting for some leader to rise up in

order that they might manifest their dissatisfaction

15. In Vietnamese, there was_a saying: con vua thi lai

1am vua, con sal gi® chia thi quét 14 da:the son of the
king will become king, and the son of the pagoda guar-

dian will sweep the fallen leaves of the fig-tree.
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with the government, and contribute their efforts and
blood in building a better society. So, ideals prompting, }ﬂ;

and circumstance) concurring, Ly B{ opened his fight for o

independence.

Of course, such intreprising should have been
well-prepared. While commander in c&u~a&c, he had orga-
nized his movement. His contact with the commanders of
other departments and districts gave favorable response.
The case of Tinh Thi®u made a good occasion for propaganda
against the government and the bad conduct of Governor
Tiéu T4 was stressed on in all conversations.Then came
the big moment, the spring of 542, when the up-rising
broke out. Its spreading was so general and rapid that
Tieu T® had to bribe his way out of Giao-chau.

Almost immediately, the emperor formed a team of

three governors to cope with the situation: namely Tidu
16
Td governor of Giao-chiu, Ton Quénh, governor of Cao-
17 e
chfu, and Ld T¢ Hing, governor of Tan-chau. But Ton Qufnh s

Y e~ !

and LY Tu Hung were so terrified that they tried by all -
, 13 ¥

means to postpone the expedition.Governor Hoan and Tiéu T »

strongly insisted. But when the governors of Cao-chdu and i§
~ 18 b
Tan-chau ventured to H9p~pﬁ3, they were badly defeated. i

16. Ton Qu§5h<a% B T Tri, book 158, page 1048.

? ~
17. Ld Tu Hung[{ 3 7§: THey took the pretext that in
Giao-chau, the weather was bhad in spring and tried to
postpone the expedition until autumn.

18. Td t;;_said simply that when the dqovernors cami to

HAp-phd, the dea toll : 1
Hop -}?xho' tEr gl t?\'}lp (igc v{:‘?&t‘a?:}oz’) :C\/l;n“oui %f ten: chl
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On the report of Tieu Td that Qufhh and T&'Hﬁhq conni~
ved with the enemies, the emperor ordered to these go-
vernors to dielg.

when this happened, a revolt took place in the
army. The boothers of oy Hung, named Tu’ Lﬁé?:oand T Lieiz:l
and their friends took up weapons and assaulted Quang -
chfu. Their intention was to kill Hdan and Td. Fortunate-
ly, the great general Tran Ba Tien, prefect of Cao yéﬁf
appeared in time to rescue them. Thanks to all this con-
fusion, L§ Bi had a respite of some years.

After the departure of Tiéu TY, L$ Bi occupied
the residence of the governor in Long-biSnfaand sent his
vanguard to Hép_pﬁé to meet Quynh and T&-Hahg as seen a-
bove, In the summer of 543, the king of L&m-ap wanted to
kill two birds in one shot. To help China on one hand,
and to revenge Giao-chau on the other, he profited the
. time when L Bi had to defend against China to attack
Nhit-nam and cuu-dub. As ruler of all the territory
of Giao-chau, 1¢ Bl sent his general Pham Tésto the bat-
tlefield., The two sides met in Clu-due and the L&m<ap

army was crushed.

19. In the words of TJ Tri, (book 158, page 1048) Sach v
Quang-chiu, t& t¥ :m }g "y §¢ 2 o

20, TY Luge > BF .
21, Td Lidt 3~ A .

2121 Cao- yeu ;E, 3— t The department of 'rhudng-ngo under
the Han,
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victorious on both sides and unchallenged mas-
26

ter of the whole area, L{ Bd proclaimed himself emperor -
in the spring of 544, He gave to his country the name
Vgn-xu$h27, to his residence the name‘Va.m-thg28 and to
his reign agi-a&bzg. In his court, Pham T4 was at the
head of the military rank and T@nhtmiéﬁ of the civil
rank.

But what was glorious to L§ Bi was shameful to
China. The revolt lasted already two years and there
was no reaction as yet. The emperor of the Luéng then
chose Dudng ph13u30 as new governor of Giao-chSu,;and
rrén B4 Tién as commander of the army to punish Ly Bi.
The governor of Binh-chdu Luu B§t31 got aggo the mandate
to join the expedition at the West River . The half-
hearted Luu B@t suggested to Dudng Phieu a new postpo-
nement in order to please the soldiers, who did not want

to fight a far-away war. But Trin B4 Tidn was adamant.

23. Long-bién 4%E 38 : The town of Thuln- thanh in the
province of Bac-ha, North Vietnam.

24, Ciu~adc /t:-%%k: A department between Cuu chan and
Nh&t -nam.

- ~
25. Pham TQ ~,Ez ﬁ:mg_called this general Tridu
Téc so’ to introduce the imaginary reign of Trieu Quang
Phuc.

26. Ly B{ made himself Emperor of the Viét or vide-ab

Vgn-xuﬁn ',Z % : This name can not be found in older
documents. Only Complete History mentioned it.
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1 He reminded to DUdng Phiéu the imperial mandate and f
] threw his army to the vanguard. 5
The Emperor of the Viét headed his 30,000 men ]

army to chdu-dién, where he met the Chinese army. Defeat-
33
ed, he pulled back to Té-lich River; defeated again, he
34
fled to Gia-ninh . Tr&n Ba Tién besieged him then cap-

-} tured Gia-ninh in the spring of 546. L§ B§ had no other
choice than to seek refuge among the montagards in T8n-
] xd%ng.35 The Chinese army waited for him at the mouth of
] . Gia-ninh River. In autumn of 546, L§ B{ appeared in the
lake-aiéﬂ-triét with a force of 20,000 men and a multitu-
de of boats. for a new challenge.

-Biéh-triét was rather a swamp, shallow and mys-

terious. For a month, both sides did not advanced. Wai-

ting was advantageous to L§ Bf, whose men were people of

- the neighborhood and consequently easily supplied. But

waiting was very diséirous to the Chinese soldiers, un-

accustomed to the climate and homesick. So, while other ﬂ

generals hesitated, Trin BA Tién was ready to fight. If

his collegues did not co-operate, he intended to do it ]

28. van-tho 12 3? 1 This name is found only in Viet-
namese documents.

=T e =L LR

P ;
i ' 29 ﬁqi-ﬁﬁb 7k. 1%% : The Complete History gave Thifn-3dic
X 4& .but Dai-tflc has tEe chance to *ave been the

real name, not only because it’appeared in Iudéng-thd
and T tri, but also bgcause Ly Bf might have been influen-
ced by thé name Pai-ddng of the Ludng. |

30. Pudng Phiéu *fy iE
31. Tau Bt 'q.'; A
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alone. That night, he took advantage of the unusual
higﬁ tide, made an unexpected attack on the still un-
trained troops.of Ly B{. The latter's forces were ani-
hilated, L§ B{ fled to Khd%t—liauBgor a long retreat.
Thanks to Tran Ba Tign, Giao-ch3u was restored to
China. Dudng Phidu stayed as governor, watching for
any new move of Ly Bi, and spying his whereabout. In
the spring of 548, the hide~place of L§ Bl was disco-.
vered. The Emperor of the Vi@t was caught and was be-
headed on the day k§-v%70f the 3rd lunar month of the

2nd year of Thii-thanh . As usual, his head was sent

to Kign-khang.

32, The West River or Tay-giang # 3L : A China ri-
ver nearest to Giao-chan.

33. River T6-14ch.§§ LZEF t This little river went
through the area of Hangi today.

34, Gia-ninh &= %€ : This is Vidt~trl to-day.

35, Tén -xudng%;‘[ & : In 271 Tén Hao of the Ngd created
the department of Tin- hung out of Giao-chi, and made
Gia-ninh a district of Tan-hung..Under the Tﬁn, Tan-hdng
was changed into Tan-xudng. This was the area inhabi-
tated by the Lac-.viet in the lst century.

36. Khuit-lidu & ﬁ : This was a place in an area
inhabitated by the autochthons, in Vinh-phu today. This
fact that Ly Bi fled in Khudt-l1iéu showed that his up-
rising was willingly shared by the ethnic groups other
than the colons. And the fact that Ly Bi could hide him-
self among these tribal elements for almost two years

a time longer than Trung Tridc in Cam-khé, showed that
the montagnards were very good to him.

37.Théi-thaph N 5ﬂ was a period in the reign of Em-
peror Cao-t6 (502-549) of the Ludng that lasted from
547 to 849. The day ky-vi of the 3rd lunar month of

Thai-Thanh corrasponds to the 21st of April, 548,

- 4
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To compare the uprising of LY B{ to that of Trung ik

Tr*c. happened five centuries earlier, some differences ;.

can be noted. Truhg Tréb fought, not against the Chinese '
authorities only, but against all the Chinese, whom she i
considered as intruders in her tribal life. L§ Bi ﬁpught ‘
only against the Chinese authorities,who persqnifiéd cor-
ruption, injustice, cruelty and irresponsability. Trung
Trgb, once becoming ruler, established her residence in

Mé-1linh, her home district. Once becoming master of Giao-

chiu, Ly Bi established his residence in the residence

of the Chinese governor itself, meaning that he was reign-
ing both on the colons and the autochthons. Defeated,
Trung Tréb was captured easily in Cam kheé. When Ly Bf, a
colon, was defeated, he made appeal to the autochthons

who came to fight with him, and defeated again, he took
refuge among these autochthons for more than a year.

The truth of all this becomes clearer wheﬂMgonsi-
der the attitude of the Chinese emperor in both cases.
When Trung Trgc revolted, the prefects, including that of
Giao—chf, stayed in their departments. The emperor gave

order, even to Giao-chi, the arena of war, to repair

38, Tu tri, book 161, page 1062. In Ldéng thu, book 3,
page 1773, we read: '' That day, Ly BI was beheaded in
Khudt-1id8u; his head was sent to the Cagitol:' or Thi
nhdt, khudt 1iéu ddng, sfém Ly Bf, chuy@n thu kinh su

G & 3% A BB 1% 4 2 pp.

But the Comnlete History said that Ly B{ died of fever

in Khuat 1iéu. Lich s¥ viét-nam, published by North Viet-
nam repeated the same thing, saying: Sau ong bi bénh
cHét (Afterward he died of illness). page 115,

e
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roads, bridges, and get supplies ieady for the imperi-
al'army. But in the uprising of L§ Bi. the‘emperor did
not make any mention of Giao-chl or Giao-chBu at all in
the participation with China, because all the population
had risen against it.

These remarks justified the great cause of L§Bf's
uprising. They pointed to the legitimate aspiration of
the people for creating a new nation out of the colonies
in this far-south part of China. And the success, though
temporary of Ly B{, coupled with the solidarity of his
people with his cause, was a constant appeal to the con-
cerned inhabitants of Giao-chau that some day, in the fu-
ture, their dream would be materialized.

There was no significant disturbancg during the
period when the victor of Ly Bf, namely Tr&h Ba Ti8n, held
the scepter of China, But the Tréﬁ dynasty was one of
the shortest. Founded in 557, it ceded.the empire to the
Tuy 4in 589. The Tﬁyfghowever, had a still shorter lifee
This meant that the imperial power went into powerlesangss
rapidly. But that meant also that local authorities went

40
into full power rapidly. In 590, many men declared them-

y -
39. The ™y J&  : From 590 to 617,

4Q; Many men, for example }n vu-chiu there was Vudng v!n\
Tién, in viét-chau, Cao Tri HJi, in TS-chéu, Khudng Huyén
Tang. All these men and other proclaimed themselves em-
perors. .
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41
selves emperors. Even in Giao-chfiu, that same year,

a man called Ly Xudn thought that he was generaliasiuo,
and behaved consequently ‘2. Just in these circumstane
ces, Lj Phit T, former general of Ly Bi, opened a new
challenge after decades of deep retreat.

The uprising of Ly Phdt TU looked very well-plan-
ned initially. He himself occupied in 602, the capital
of the former kings of Lac~v18:3 Lé bai Quyéﬁt son of

Phit Ta's brother, occupied Long-bién; General Ly Pho
46

45
afhh occupied O-dien. The TUy emperor sent to Giao-chau
47

the governor of Qua-chfu, Luu Phuidng , a very capable

general. He was entitled Commander of 47 Divisions For
48
the Operation in Giao-chiu. Good organizer as well as

humane leader, Luu Phuéng commanded his troops in serious
49
dicipline. In ®6-long, he routed the vanguard of Ly

Phgt T¥. When he came to the latter's camp, first he

41. T™d Tri, book 177, page 1177: Many men “td xung thidn
t‘f”m 5&- F ( made themselves emperors).

42, Ly Xudh g?i ;ﬁ; :+ He proclaimed himself dai ad Adc

A~ kP B

43, The capitol, of the former kings of Lac viet:or vidt-
vuong-cd thanh & -

Tu Tri (book 179, page 1192) explained that *° This town
was the residence of the kings of Lac-viét in the period
of the Tan and the H4n'

44, Ly pai Quyé}; jJE k-’h'iz He was the son of Ly Phit tu's
brother : Ky huynh tu Jt W, F= .

Ly Phd pinh iF‘ %! J# t He took Long-bién which was no
more the residence of the governor. The governor)in the
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showed the intention to negociate instead of fighting.
Realizing‘the futility of a resistance, Ly Phat ™
surrendered to the Chinese general and was deported
to TrdBng-an.so

While the Ly family made another attempt for in-
dependence, China made also another attempt to invade
Lam~3p. This time there was no cause for the Chinese ac-
tion, but the emperor wanted to make a good use of his
army already in Giao-chau. Under the Tuy, the former
Cdu—adc and Nhat-nam were’ changed into Hoan-chauSI.Ldu
Phudng got another title: Commander of the Operation in
Hoan-chdu. While his aide, Ninh Trudng Chansf led a
troop of 10,000 men, composed of infantry and cavalry,
from Viét-thdSngS:o Lam-dp, Luu Phudng departed with
his fleet from Bac-canh-.«s4 They arrived in the kingdom of
Phan Ch?sat the end of spring 605.

Phin Chi had placed his men in all the vulnera-
ble positions of his country. Luu Phddng broke easily
through the front line. When he arrived in River ao-i:
LﬁmJSP elephants surrounded him almost from every direc-
tion. In no time, Luu Phudng had holes made in the ground,

covered up with green grass. This work done, he ordered

46, 0-aién .\Q ’\é : Now Tw-1iém, near Hanoi.

47, Luu Phuong 94:! ¥ : see_Tu Tri book 179, page 1192

Tﬁx Thu I written by Nguy Trung under the Pudng,in
the edition i Thép Ngu Su, book 53, page 2483.

48.Commander of 27 Divisions for the Operation in Giao-
chau: Giao_dao Hanh quan Tbng quan thonq nhi thap thag

dinh -* rH ﬁ (u'-l' ,., + S -n»""
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his ;rmy to make a seeming retreat. The Lin-8p ele-
phants, pursuing the Chinese, go; their feet heavily
stuck in the holes. While these large animals tried to
‘draw back and crushed Lim-Ap soldiers, Luu Phuidng laun-
ched his assault.The Chinese won a smashing victory. Phan-
chi fled by sea to the south. The scene of 446 was repaat-
ed. The capital of “Lémv'gp. was sacked . The 18 gold
tablets on the altars of the 18 monarchs of Lﬁm—%p were
taken away. Luu Phudng erected a stone inscription to
commemorate his accomplishment then led his men home. Un-
fortunately, on the way back, the general and more than
the half of his army died of dropsy.57

So, before the accession into power of the
great dynasty of the Bd&hg, two things were set : No
contemplation of further expansion on the part of China;

and poéitive vision of independence on the part of the
inhabitants of Giao-chiu.

49, BO- long.linh Jgﬂ P& ﬁ ¢ Formerly belonged to Giao-
chiu, now in Chinese territory and called Tu long.

50. Trudng-an & 1 Capitol of the Tuy. Td Tri, book
179, page 1192, ? )

51. Hoan--chau ‘@- "‘ﬂ :This hame existed since 598.Commander
of the Operation in’ Hoan chauzﬂozafchau-dgo Hanh-quan

Té0g-quan % §' 5 $' ﬁg

52, Ninh Trudng Chan 35 _ji ¢ He was governor
of Kham - chau 'Hi

53. vigt-thudng FY, ¥ 1 A district of Nhat-nam.
54. Bac-canh _tL % ¢ A district of Nhét-ﬁnam.
55. Phan chi 4K & : King of Lim-dp.
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56. ao-ls-giang &5 & iI; A river of Lam-ap,Quang-nam
today.
57.

57. T§¥ thd, book 2, page 2350; and biography of Luu Phdéng,

book , page 2483,

58, Ljich-SU Vi&t<Nam followed the version of Ng& Si Lién
in the Complete Historx, and wrote (page 116): In 603,

the Tuy asked Ly Phat Tu to see the emperor in the capitol.
But to go to China, Jneant to surrender. Ly Phit Td resisted
to that order....Nam 603, nha Tiy gei Ly Phat Tu vé& kinh
ao chiu hoang d&. Ve chau cbd nghia 1a dau hang mit nudc.

Ly Phit Tu chéng lai 1lénh ad...
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CHAPTER SEVEN
"HE DPUING

THE ACCEPTANCE OF A POLITICAL CHANGE
IN THE FAR-SOUTH

1
When Ly Uyén founded the pudng dynasty in Trudng-

an in 617, the Chinese empire was still in turmoil. In
the South, two strong men still proclaimed themselves
sovereigns. They were Lam si thg in Phéh—ddéng3 and
Tiéu Tiéz'in Giang-léng? Both rulers were looking for
supporters. When Ninh TrﬂSng Chan, governor of Kham-
chiu sided with Ti&u Tién, he brought to him the terri-
tories of U&t-1am and Thuy-an. Phung Ahg7, when he be-
came follower of Lam Si thg, brought also to this man
the prefects of Thudéng.ngd, of Caowludng,aof Chau-nhai
and of Phién -ngung. So what about Giao-chdu ?

Giao-chi was then under the leadership of Khau
Hoa. Some years after DUOng«dég of the Tdy came into
power, he named Khau Hégoto this department. Faithful

to the Tdy, Khadu Hoa preferred to stay neutral while

1. Ly Uyén %F' fﬁa : The fodder of the budng, who reign-
ed from 617 to 626.

2. Lim si Hé';ngzbﬁ 4 5L : Fed up with the cruel and extra-
vagant conduct of Tuy emperors, he rose up at the same
time with Ly Uyén .

3. Phéfr-dudng ¢{lf P% : Head-quarter of L3m Siv Héi‘ng.
4.Tieu Tiénﬁﬁ 'ﬁ%iJ : Rival of Lim Si Hang.

5. Giany lung L E& : Head-quarter of Tieu Tien.
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all contact was cut off with his superiors. Tiéu Tién
and Lim Si Hidng courted him insistantly, but in vain.
Tiéu Tién decided td use force against him. He sent
Ninh Trudéng Chin to Giao-chi with a big army. Khau Hoa
was terrified, but one of his officers , Cao si Liém}l
valianly fought back, drowned almost entirely the troops
sent by Tieu Tién. After this victory, not only the pre-
fect of Giao~ch£, but even Le Nggc%zprefect of C&u-ch&n,
and L§ Giao%3prefect of Nh%t-nam, were no more distﬁrb-
ed.14

In 621, a friend of Khdu Hoa came from Giang-
lang to Giao~chi and brought to him the sad newsthat the
Tdy was replaceiby the Budng. Khau Hoa intended to sur-
render to Tidu-Tidn, but when he came to Giang-lang, Tiéu

Tién himself lost his last battle. So, Khau Hoa and Cao

6. Thuy-an iﬂ ? : former Qué-14am

7. Philng Ang %ijiﬁﬁ : Prefect of Han-dudng, faithful fol-
-lower of &am 5i Hang.

o
8. Cao-ludédng =y, ﬁ; : Former Cao-chfu, changed to this
name by Dudng-dé of the Tuy.

9. Dudng .aa 10'7% ‘ﬁ" : The founder of the 'I‘Gy dynasty (590-
604) . He was known for his cruélty.

10. Khiu Héa £ jﬁa ¢ A good prefect of Giao-chi. The,
Complete History said that he was prefect in Giao-chi
for more than ''60 years''.

]}h. Cai_sf Liém gx’f& He had his biography in pudng thu
A iy written by Ludu Hu, undgr the Buong Posterior
(926-933), in the edition Nhi Thap Ngu Su, book 65,page
3309.
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~ 15
Si Liém made their submission to Hifu Cung, the victo-

rious general of the 8udng. The next year, Pudng CQO-té
granted to Khdu Héa the title of Commander of Giao-chﬁt?
As a gesture of gratitude, Khiu Hoa asked and obtained
an audience with the emperor. Following the example of
Khau Hoéa, the prefects of Clu-chdn and Nh%t_nam surrender-
ed,too, to the-9u6h9.17

With this surrender of the far-south, the Chinese
empire was unified once again. But military titles linger-
ed for a while in the goverment of the areas. The Pudng
called the governors Commander;? then Commanders General.
Some of the commanding generals of Giao-ch3du were mention-
ed for their accomplishment: in 624 Commander Vudng chi
Viéhggunished a colon, rebel in Nhit-nam, named Cudng ™

REY a8
LO; in 628, Commander Ly Tho was stripped of his function
20

because of his exorbitant ambition.

12. L& Ngoc ?ﬁ? P : Lich sd Viét nam introduces this ,

prefect 1in elogious terms. . It said!'The prefect of Cuu-
chan, L& Nggc, whnse wife was a Viet woman, with the
members of his family divided troops between themselves
fortified remparts to fight against the Puong, 3ater he
was defeated by the budng!'lAccording to what we have seen,
these sentences carry not much sense.

13. LY Giao % ﬂé{: T™f Tri, bookl90, page 1269.
14.Tu tri, book 185, page 1234;1235; book 189, page 1265.

15 Hi8u Cung iﬁ Zi : The general who defeated Ti€u Tién
and consequently gained the far-south to the Puong.

16, See the biography of Kh&u Hoa in-DdEhg-thd,book 59,
page 3296.

17. There was no fighting betwggn_p&uwchan and Nhat-nam
with the DuUdng, nor with Lam Si Hidng and Tiéu Tién.
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In the occasion of the dismissal of L§ Tho,

history recorded a detail, that disclosed the general o-
pPinion of Chinese officials on Giao-chfu, and the speci~:
al character of Pudng Théi-tsngflwhose private name was
Ly Th& Dﬁn?z Th€ Dan, second son of L§ Uy&n, had taken
over the imperial power from his father. When Ly Tho,
a member of the imperial family, was destituted of his
function,TH% Dan wanted the former governor of’Doanh-chau,
Id T8 Thd¢n933to take Tho's place. The emperor insisted:
‘'For a long time, Giao-chdu did not have a good gover-
nor. Up to now, the governors were not fit to their po-
sition. You have the capability of calming the frontiers.
In my name, please take the place. Don't pretext the dis-
tance and decline my request??.

TS Thd@ng accapted the offer of the emperor, then
had a second thought. He refused the job on the account

of poor health. The emperor asked a mandarin, named~0§'th

18. Commanders or a8 dsc 1§ﬁ f}:
19, Commanders general ﬁ@\ ég’

~ e
20. Vidng chi vién T 1i;: See TJ Tri, book 191, pa-
ge 1278.

21. cidng T4 13 H F B4
22, Ly The ?3‘.‘* fg’, : See Tu Tri, book 193, page 1291.
23, Ly T6 Thd(,mgﬁ F %: This was a man of bold character.

24. The imploring tone of the emperor showed that he
paid attention to the plight of the far-south departments.
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Héiisto induce Té.Tthpg to change his mind, but in
vain. Again, the emperortold his brother-in-law, Chu
Phgmfsto convey to TS Thuéng his command, saying:'' E-
ven wicked men are faithful to what they have promised.
You have accepted my request in my presence, why now do
you repudiate it? Please depart an haste and take your
charge. After three years, I will call you back. I swear
not to forget what I am saying".Tg Thudng quietly answer:
** The south is too much unhealthy. Once gone, there is
no hope for return''. And he refused. Furious, the emperor
ordered Lu Tﬁ'Thd@ng to be beheaded in the audience hali?-
The next day, in the palace hall, when the conver-
sation re&n over the appreciation of the cruel van Tuygn
of the Tée the scholar cited a case similar to that of
T8 Thudng, but Vin Tuyén did not kill the recalcitrant.
Upon that, Budng Thai-tdng confessed that he was much
more cruel than Van Tuyéh, and immediately restored to

. 29
TG Thuéng all his former honorific titles''

25. p6 Nhd HAL F+ He 0§

26. Chu Pham 2k %

27. Ly Thé D&n was a young man very audacious.and ambi-
tious. In 627, when he saw his father hesitate between i
and his olcder brother to be chosen as his successor, he
killed his older brother. Such a man now implored a
subject to go to Giao-chdu to be governor.

[ ~ A Y
28, Van Tuyen of the Té was one of the most cruel em-
perors.

29. TJd tri, book 193, page 1291,

!i,
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Thanks to this atory, it iq‘aasy to understand
the bad behavior of thosewho agreed to be governors
and prefects in this far-south region. They thought -
‘and the emperor who sent them thought the same - that
to accept thése functions was to make a big sacrifice.
So, what they were going to do;ég?ce in their‘posté, was
to get compensation in materialvfor all the risk they
shouldered. It is also easy to understand that any res-
ponsible emperor would try to devise a change in the
administrative scheme for this part of China. The urge
for this,came not only from the bad conduct of the offi-
cials serving Giao-chau, but basically from its great
distance from the Central Government.

To illustrate the reasoning of Lu T8 Thuidng, or
of the explanation given above, let us lock at a fact tak=-
en from the life of Dé'Togi Lubng?o In 656, as a punish-
ment, the emperor sent Toai Ludng to be prefect of Ai-
chﬁu?l Conscious of his past condition, he was trying
to be good. Unfortunately, before he had enough time for
any serious work of redemption, he died in %60, only mo-

‘ 32
re than two years in his exile,

- ————

- 33

But a big change was coming.-DuEng Cao-tang v a

man of great vision and an emperor of great compassion,

decided to initiate a new type of govermment he thought

igisﬁélg‘ggi deng{g ii_f; g i_Td Tri, book 200, pages
’ L] .

31. Ki-chauizzlﬂi t One of the 12 chfu erected by the

L TET

T ke et LR D e Y
ey - o T e
e e S
e e e s e



136_
‘ . 34
becoming to Giao-chiu: The Pacifying Protectorate. This

- b e —— - .« ommmt—— 4 - e o .o e e -

was a general policy applied to specific 'reg:l.ons in the
outskirts of China. The first to have been instituted

| 35
' was the Eastern Pacifying Protectorate.in the region of
36
Lieu.aong, in 676. Three years later, the emperor did
37 38

' the same to the Northern and the Western regions

But the boldest step he ever made was to create the South-
ern Pacifying Protectorate for the three departments

of the far-south, namely Giao-chi, c\:lu-ch%n and Nhat-nam.
This was in 68039. The name An-nam‘%as given s englobing

12 chiu, o , ‘ .

T Sepm—— e

If the name An-nam was there to stay, the Pacify-
ing Protectorate was not a pgrmanent 'institution, even
under the Dudng. Changes in appellation and area would
occur, The importance was that Chinn had made a delimita-

tion between the far-south deyartments and the rest of Chi-

Pudng. There were two Cdc-chlu instead of one.

32,06, Toai: bidng .. came to Al-chiu as to a place for pe-
nance. A;xd he died before reaching three years limit as
Hadhg Thé- t8ng promised to Lu T&' Thudng.

33. dudng Cao-tong}'ai“ ko ‘,3}‘-' : A very brilliant empe-
ror reigning from 650 to 683.

34, The Protectorate or ﬂ6-H$-Ph3 ZF ﬁzﬁ .

35. An-dong bd Ho Phi fi#ﬁ?ﬁfﬁ% Td tri, book 202, pa-

ge 1359,

36. ma;-aang 32, ﬁ_ t Chinese peninsula near Korea.
37. Pan-vu ~Do-H§-—Phﬁ% "f*f/ﬁ;l’ratectorate for the Mon-
gols. TJ Trj, book 202, page X362,

38, An-tay -BG—H’§ --Phu?iﬁ%}’ x@r}: Chinese territory in
Central Asia.
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na. This delimitation( along with the new regime and the
new name would have left a deep impression in the mind
of the people, and would have bound them in a special
feeling of togetherness.

Especially the word An.nam. It appeared casual-
ly in ZGglto honor Ld Hung, from now onfbwould be con-
nected with a definite territory. It replaced the words
Giao-chi or Giao-chau with a ~ clear-cut meaning. Giao-
chi of the Han was composed of 7 or 9 departments, Giao-
ch8u of the Ngé sometimes included Quang-ch3u, sometimes
excluded it. An~nam , now, had the natural bounderies of
mountains and seas and defined well the new politiéal
unit,

Was this reform beneficial to China, in the sense
that it helped China to govern An-nam more efficiently?
Definitely not. The reason was that the governor42 and
other high officials were still Chinese and appointed
by the Central Government. The outcame was therefore the
same, even worse: same exploitation, same discrimination,
same irresponsability on the part of the ruling class,

and on the part of the inhabitants, same dissatisfact-

ion, .- same uneasiness, same willingness of up-rising.

39, Kh3m-dinh Viét-sd Théng-giam Cuong.muc of the Nguyen
dynasty (Tien bidn, book 4, page 18) sald that:'' Budng
Cao-t6, on the first year of the reign Chdu-1®..establish-
ed An nam 4o hd phu for the first time. That was 679. Lich
SU ViGt- namrepeated the same date. Buat nuong thd saids
Chau 1A nhi nién bat bauyet, ca1 Ciao chfu vi An nam 6 ko

phu 9 ‘«, o, 8, }4 }c qj t]]s .."l‘ ﬁ

That was 680.
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-

43
There was Ldu Dién ng with his typical extor-

tion on.taxes. Up to then, the autochthons enjoyed so-
43
me privileges because of their social texture. They had

to pay only the half taxr . When Dién hqu came to be
protector, he drove them to pay the whole portion. Sen-

sing a rebellion coming, he killed their leader L§ T
44 45
Tién. The followers of Td Tién, led by Pinh Kf;n be-

seiged the residence of Dién-H@u. The governor of Qusng
46
chau, who knew what happened in An-nam, did not want

to do anything. Dlen-Hdu was killed by the insurgents.
47
Then the Commander of Que-chéu, named Tao Huyar»'rinh R

got the mandate from the émperor to rescue An-nam. He
captured ®inh-Ki€n and put him to death. The autochthons

48
surrendered, but no less dissatisfied.

40. An-nam Eﬁ? qh meant the '‘'pacified south'', but since
that time has become a proper noun.

title of An-nam tuSng-quan when this gene-
ral had killed two high officlals e Ngd.Lich Su viét
Nam emphatically says that the name An-nam appeared the
first time in 679.

41. In the year 263, theN9$ é\peror%ave to LY Hung the

42, It appeared that the intention of the~9d3ng was only
to appease the inhabitants of An-nam by changing the name
off the organization of Giao-ch8u.

43, Luu DiSn Hyu %{,)‘l),ﬁ( *é has his biography in T8n
Hudng thu wrltten by Au Ddéng Tu under the T6ng, in the
edition JNLi Thgp Ngu Su, book 201, page 4099. See also
TJd Tri, hook 204, page 1373

44, Ly Td Tieniaﬁ] ‘ml He fought for the survival of the
''ky mi'' policy.of the Duong. ''Ky mi'' means flexible,
for example the ''di 1i@u'' had to pay only the half tax.

45. -Binh Kfén T )34 tlle revolted in 687.with Lf T™e Than.

—n s g o
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In 722, occurred another revolt.The leader, this
time,was a black man, known as Mai Thuc Loazgof ch-aéfo
a&é-aé had a large number of followers, vaunted to be
400,000 men. The-Bdéhg dispatched a general from the im-
perial guard, named DUdng Tu HGCSI, to help the An-nam
governor Quang SB Khéch?%Td Hic and S& Khéch defeated
Thuc Loan and killed hims:3

In the above example-, Tao Huygn Tiﬁh and Duéng Td
Huc defeated the rebels by the same way as almost all
Chinese generals did before them, that is, by armed oppres-
sion. This could not appease the inhabitants of Giao-chf,
nor of An-nam. This would rather arouse people to look
for a better way to fight against the governors.

The trouble caused by heavy taxes came back in 791.
when Governor Cao Chinh Binh renewed the policy of Luu
Dién Huu.The leader of the autochthons was a native of
auBng-lsmss named Phung Hung. With the help of his bro-

56
ther Phung H;i he fought many times against the gover-

46, The governor of Quang-chiu was Phung Ngyén Thdang

47. Tao Huythrinh W % A : Tu Tri, book 204, page 1373
said that 3

48. The dﬁ-h{i)&ﬂ a{ used oppressive policy towards the
autochthons maybe " more than ever hefore.

14

F 3 [\
49. Mai Thic Loan M4 AR ¥ .Lich sd vi&t nam says that
he was native of the village Thach-ha, province Ha -tinh.

50. Hac.de % .%3 : Black emperor.

, ’ *% w\ a% e N
51. Dudng Tu mic M :His biography is in Puong-thu
book 159, page 3hk82; T Tri, book 213, page 1438.
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ng;r, but’ in vain. Then they'aék_eci a man, by name 55 Anh
.nin; to be their king, to Qhom they oonéttucted a royal
mansion and}organized a court. At this news, Cao Chinh
thh.wbrried to death. The uprising died down for lack of
motive;'When'Triéu xﬂbngSZeplaced cao chinh Binh, he did
not repeat the error of the latter. The montagamards also did
not repeat their manifestations.?8

But agitation broke in 821, pfovoked by the conduct
of Governor L& Tﬂéng cg? Cruel and ambitious as the majo-
f'fity of the governors, Tddng Cg committed a political mis-

60
take. He recalled Dudng Thanh from his post of administra-

make him N
tor of the montagnards to ¥ general of the governo;'s
guard. This displeased both Didng Thanh and his followers.
Meanwhile in Hoing-d$ngfltribal unrest grew in dimension.
Tdéng cé sent DuUédng Thanh to repress it. Taking advantage
of the unpopularity of the‘qovernor, instead of going to

Hoang-ddng, DUdng Thanh attacked the governor's residence.

52. Quang 88 Khdch ¥, Af ‘§ « Tén-budng-thd, book 207,
page 4lll.

53. Td Tri, book 212, page 1438,

54. Cac Chinh Binhg; JE JRK: Tan-Dudng-thd, book 170,
page 4042; TJd Trj, book 233, page 1604.

. 55. Dubng-1im_/F Fh Now, Cam-1&m in the district of Ba-vi,
province of Ha-tay.

56, Phung Hung }i _gaz. and Phling H;i ’;i'_ ‘}§ were two bro-
thers.

57;,Tri$u xddngiﬁ_ ég tHo came ;o Ane- two months after
the establishment of Nhu.vién-quan iin'? in An-nam(791).
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At the same time, the governor of Qué.chau, Bui
Hanh L@psz, and the supervisor of Dung-chiu, Duéng Man,
asked the emperor to punish HoEng-d@ng. Unfortunately, they
were defeated by the tribal leader Hoang Thidu Hd6ngs3

And DUdng Thanh killed Tuéng c"c§.64

Something unexpected happened. In order to calm
the population, while transferring the prefect of Dudng-
ch8u to An-nam, the emperor forgave to Dudéng Thanh and
made him prefect of Quynh-ch8u. This, of course, was cons-
truedﬂg sign of weakness of the emperor. The rebel wanted
to be governor himself. He tried to block Trong Vgﬁfrom
taking charge of his governorship. But the skillful Trong
v3 sowed dissidence into the faction of Dudng Thanh, who
had to make concession.

Because of these happenings, it took Trong Vo a
certain time before assuming his function. Information
came to the emperor that Trong Vo took unnecessary delay.
Hanh Lap was named Governor of @n-nam, while Trong V6'pre-
fect of An~ch3u?7 But Hanh L3p died before coming to An-
nam and Trong Vo got back his governorship.Once in his
function, and before further rehellious activities of
DUéng Thanh, Trong Vo killed him. So difficulties were

increased by local manoceuverings and misunderstadings.

Complications were spiraling up.

58, 14 Tr} sald that all the montagnards surrendered.
book 234, page 1604.

2
9. Ly TJdong Cco ? % '5 s Tu tr;z ,book 241, page 2656.

.
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In this period, troubles came not only from
the autochthons, but also from the household of the go-
vernor. In 804, a Chinese general, named Vudng Lf
Nguyenfschased his governor Bui Nghiep out of Tbng binh.
But, the next day, another general, Triqu Tuan ok;lled
Ly Nguyén. The governor came back from Chdu-nhai where
he took refuge.

In 828, the prefect of Phong-chau revolted. His
name was Vudng Thénngriéu. The governor of An-nam, Han
Uéczzput the revolt down and Thang Trieu was killed. But
a couple of months later,the soldiers of Hin Udc threw
him out of An-nam. The same thing happened in 843. At
this date, the title of the governor was changed into
kinh-lﬁéc-ed73. The kinh-ludc- sd of An-nam, Vo Huan7;r-
dered his men to repair the rempart of Tong-blnh. Generals
and sbldiers rose against him, compelling him to flee
to Quéng-chﬁu. Commander Poan si Téc appeased the rio=

ters afterwards.

a8 -
gg. Ddgng Thanh 1%5 2#% i Td Tri, book 241, pages
57-1658.

61. Hoanq ddng "%‘ ‘;ﬂ 3+ Name of the autochthons
Tay, Nung...

62. Bui Hanh Lap%ﬁ? 'f‘? ﬁ: He was quan- sat su (inspec-
tor) of QU quan, former Qué 14m. Dudng Mén B%; ;;L was
kinh- ]uén-su (Military Commander) of Dung-quan.

63, Hoang Thieu Huéng ;i,k {F’:Leader of an autochthons
revolt in Qué-quan and’ Dung-cuan.

64. DUéng Thanh killed Tucng 5 and a thousand people
of his household.

_x
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And still another source of trouble: the Lam-

“4p kingdom. This kingdom, since 756, changed its name
into Hoﬁn-vdéng?slt kept.itself quiet since its defeat
by general Ldu Phudng. But in the 9th century, the D&Bng
dynasty weakened. The king of Hoan-vudng came and ate
tacked from time to time the department of Nhét-nam.From
803 to 809, it invaded this department, untilGovernor
Triébng Chazzchased its 300,000 army out.

In the first half of the 9th century, An-nam felt
nore deeply insecure and derelicted. The picture of ex-
ploitation and irresponsability uglily unfolded itself
without any perspective of an efficient change. Even
Hoan-vuong could rule over a Chinese department for 6 years.
Internally corrupted, externally threatened, could An-
nam sarvive , being with China ? Or would it have to

provide for itself both security and defense ? Future

events would help it to decide on an answer.

65. Quynh-chiu Eﬁ AH-J :
66. Qué Trong Vo *i‘ﬂ'ﬁ:l“romer governor of -Budng-chiu.

67. An.chau ? a‘-H

68. Vudng Ly Nguyen £ ¢ ¢4 :His title was Arn-nam nha-
tidng (general subaltern). TU TRi, book 236, page 1620.

69. Bui Nghidp 3E ¥

70. Triéu Tuan.iﬁs %) killed vidng Ly Nguyén and all his
followers.

71. vudng Thang Trieu = 4"’ éﬂ Td Trl, book 243, page
1675. See also Complete History, book 5, pagje 8.

/
72. Han Udc %ﬁ“ 48 : native of Vo-lang, Tu 1ri, book 244,
page 1675, % ""] ’ .
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73. Kinh -1ugc-sil B wai: A military commander.
74. VO Huén ﬁ‘(‘; i? Td Tri, book 247, page 1703
75. ®dan S1i Te‘il'c Ei igd He was giém—quan at that time.

76 . Hoan -vudng ;z X : The people of Hoan-vddng were in-
vited to occupy Nhat—nam by the autcchthons cf Giao-chi’

77. Trudng €hau . jﬂ':'rd Tri, book 238, page 1634
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THE NAM-CHiBU DOMINATION
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