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CHAPTER EIGHT

| , |
THE NAM-CHIEU DOMINATION
A POWERFUL PUSH TOWARD INDEPENDENCE

It was the autochthons who had induced the tiny
kingdom of Hoan-vudng to take over for six years the
department of Nhét-nam} Again, it was the autochthons
who were going to invite the barbarian kingdom of Nam-
chf%uzto take over for four years the whole An-nam.This
domination, though short, was a big shame for China and
a fatal experience for the colons.

viddng Thﬂg who became governor of An~nam in 858
was an educated, talented and magnanimous man.The first
thing he did when he just came was to fortify the de-
fense. But it was too late. He had to face a legacy of
troubles accumulated many years before him. The autoch-
thons were angry at Chinese authorities to a breaking
point. And the Nam-chiéu who were looking at An-nam as
a ready territory for their expansion, were not véry far
from An-nam capital.

The man who brought about this critical situation
was Ly Tréc?. In him epitomized the worst things that

a governor could do to estrange people from the govern-

1. Hodn.vudng had occupied Nhit-nam from 803 to 809 as
mentioned above/ ’

2. Nam-chi8u é’ 33 a kingdom composed of six chieu (
(groups) unified in the 8th century, tributary to China,
then independent from China; then hostile to China.

3. _Vudng Thic =E ‘ix t TU Tri, book 249, page 1719, Tan
Pudng thu, book 5, page 3654.
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ment and to attract the intaroat of the enemies. By
854, when he governed An-nam, he went too far in his
technic of exploitation. Not only taxes were high, but
also his way of trading with the autochthons was out-
right repulsive. He compelled the montagnards to sell
him a cow or a horse for a bowl of salt: When the tri-
bal léader o8 Tén Thanhsmade remonstrances, he killed
him. All the tribes fumed for vengeance.

Meanwhile he gave no support to those who worked
for the government. L§ Do ﬂécz for example, who collect-
ed taxes, used to rely on the 6,000 troops Qho guarded
the borders. Repeatedly, he was courted by the Chief of
the Eastern Expansion Departmentaof the Nam«chféu, but
he hesitated. Suddenly, Ly Trac called back the border
troops. Immediately Do Eéc passed over to the Nam-chiéu,
and helped them to conquer An-nam.

Aware of all these difficulties, Vudng Thuic felt
the need of bringing home to the people the idea that

he came to serve, not to exploit them. He severely punish-

- 9
ed La Hanh Cung, a subaltern, who for many years played

4, Ly Trdc é :;5( ,:Tu_Tri(book 249, page 1718) men-

tioned another Ly Trac, who was Tiét.d8-su of Nghia-xudng.

See note.

5. M& nguu nkat ddu chi dy ham nhat du \5 -‘-F — §ﬁ
1> R

6. 6 Tén Thanh KB HF IR

7. Ly Do bdc dﬂ ﬁ " was leader of the tribe ThAt

PSS PPN CET TRt errebd
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the role of an exploiting agent. Hanh Cung had in
his house a horde of 2,000 soldiers while the guard
of the gobernatorial mansion numbered only 200 men.
Vddng Thic beat him with rods them sent him to fight
in the frontiers.

When Vudng Thﬁb was informed that a.group of
armed Nam-chidu wre massing at Céh-aiéh, about 30 miles
distant from the capital, he rushed towards them ins-
stead of letting them rush. towards him. He met with
them, explained to them the right and the wrong, the
useful and the harmful. That night, they all disappeared,
leaving to Vudng Thuc a message saying that they came
to fight the montagnards who disturbed the peace not
to plunder the capital.

The Nam-chifu came again under another pretext.
They spread the rumor that brigands were coming from the
island of Chﬁu-nhailand would invade the capital. They
wamted to be in the capital in order to keep it safe.

8. Chief of Eastern Expansion Department or Thac-d6ng Tiet-
a6-su ¥ F z . The Nam-ch{@u kingdom was in
Yunnan, west of -nam. So a Nam-chifu department was
established to take charge of expanding over An-nam,

9. La Hanh Cung %§ 4T ,%? : Type of evil agent who
served as intermédiary in transactions as bribery,
extortion, etc...

10. C4m dién g : A place upstream of Tbng binh a-
bout 30 miles. Accoudinq to the institution of the
Hudng, a day on horse back covered 70 Chinese miles.

11.Chau-nhai ﬂi ft t In Hainan island. Rumor was
spreading that there were the Hoang-dau (Yellow Heads)

brigands coming from Ch4u-nhai to threaten An-nam.
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They were shouting, hurling vociferously outside the
rempart. Vudng Thic was having dinner when the enemies
came, His aides told him to escape. He replied:'' If

I move a step, the capital will fall''. Quietly he fin-
ished his dinner, then solemnly clad, he went up to

the rampart with all his generals, and talked to the
malevolent gathering. Struck by his prestige and his ar-
guments, the Nam—chifu went away.He sent out his men to
pursue them and killed almost all of them.

Vuidng Thic planned to put down all sources of
violence. There was a troublemaker named‘Dé'Thﬁ aih;zwho
was fomenting revolt among the tribes. In a skillful
way, Vuédng Thlic sowed dissidence betwwen themselves and
Thu P&ng had to escape.

Unfortunately, Vudng thifc had to go. In 860 a
great rebellion broke in 86ng-b5~quii; the imperial ar-
my was many times defeated. The name of WVidng Thuc was
proposed to the emperor as the only man capable to cope
with the situation. The emperor agreed and sent Ly H614
to replace Vudng Thic in An-nam.

Ly H$ was not only ambitious but vain.He wanted

right away an exploit for himself. So he left Tgnq-binh

12, B Thu ding . P 7% vas a tribal leader , son
of P& Té6n Thanh killed by Ly Tréc.

13.'.~D§ng--bﬁaquan J‘i‘ﬁ /tﬂ;':_f In the department of Thai-
chdu, 4 4 district of Pudng-hung .

14. Ly H§ E¥ '%ﬁ : TY Tri, book 250, page 1743. Com-

plete History,book &, page 10.

A
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unguarded and led all the An-nam army to take back Ba-
cha tsfallen into the hands of the Nam-chidu a year a-
go. He left on the 10th lunar month and on the 12th
lunar montisthe Nam- chieu, who lay in wait for an oc-
casion to take over An-nam capital, rushed into it with-
out any difficulty. So, before being able to seized Ba-
‘chﬁu,‘L§ HG already lost his residence and had to flee
to Vs-chau%7 The next year, Ly HO came back to An-nam
with his army reorganized and re-inforced. He drove out
the Nam~chiéu. But his mistake was so great thaé?gad to
bel‘moyed and to take a lower position.l8 |

Alarmed by the loss of T%ng-bfnh, the emperor has-
tily appointed Vudéng Khoan governor of An-nam to orga-
nize a rescue operation. He came to Téngabing?when Li
HO had rescued it,but inherited all the consequences of
L? HO's ill-inspired actions. The Nam-chiéu left the ca-
pital but still stayed around it. The autochthons, deep-
ly resentful against Ly HO's killing of 58 Thi Dang, who-

leheartedly went over to the Nam-chi€u. On the other hand,

15. Ba-chéu *g ”H belonged to the area of Kibn-trung,
not to An-nam. .

l6. That was the 10th and 12th lunar month of the lst
year of Ham-th8ng (860).

17. Vg.chéufe‘{, 'm tNear Nghi-chfu " “H .See_Tu tri,
book 250, page 24, note.

18. Ly H6 was moved to the post of secretary of finance
in Chiem chduff 4§ then was exiled in Phong-chiu,

' native department of 8 Thu bang, By this gesture, the
emperor wanted to appease the B3 family.

Ty T




151

20
Vuidng Khoan was weak and dull. He made appeal to

the emperor each time there was a threat of the Nam-
chifu. In 862, He was replaced by sai T$p21 former ins-
pector of Hd-nam. At the same time, a big army,raised
from the departments of H®a, Hoat, TJd, Bi&n, Kinh,Nhu¢ng,
Pam, Nggc,23 was committed to the new governor. When

sai Tap came with this powerful army24, the result was
that the Nam-chi®u retreated a bit farther from the ca-
pital. But this was not for sai Tdp's safety, because
envy would play its deadly role.

There was a reshuffle of high command of Linh-nam
in summer 862. Linh-nam was divided into two sections:
The Eastern Section?gonsisted of Qhéng-chgu and Qdé-quan,
was under the command of Vi Trgfsthe Western Section:,’-7
consisted of Ung-quin and'Dung-quén was‘under the command
of Sdi Kinhfawhile S4di T3ap took care of the army in

An-nam for reason of emergency.

19. Téng-binh "i’ ZF ¢ Capital of An-nam.
20. vudng Khoan L. ji: : TU Tri, book 250, page 1724.

21, sai T8p #& H¢ v Tri, book 250, page 1725, Tén
BUdng thd, book 222, page 4157. ' =

22, H&-nam 553 ﬂﬁ ¢ A big department showing that Sai-
Tap was talented official.

23, The eight departments Hila #% Hoat ¥R ,Td4{ ,Bién
iT Kinh ]  Nhudng % bam ;@ Ngac F{ . ’ .

24. Tha army numbered 240,000 men, because each depart-
ment provided 30,000 men.

25, Eastern Section or Ddng-~dao ﬁ_ ﬁ, was under.' a
Tidt ad =it
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A huge army under the command of Sai T8p ?
This queatibn perplexed Sdi Kinh who thought thatthose
240,000 men should have been under his hands.Did e-
mergency still exist when there was no more jctu-
al fighting ? The answer was positive, because the Nam~
chifu were not yet defeated. What they did was to retreat
and wait just as they had done before. Sai Kinh did
not follow this line of reasoning. In a report to the
emperor, he said.that the threat of the Nam-chi&u Qas
over, the supply for such a big army was a big waste
for the imperial treasury'and that it was time to send
the :soldiers home.The emperor agreed.

On the contrary, Sﬁi T3p was threatened in pro-
portion as his army disappeared. He had his An.nam troops,
but they could not measure with all the forces of the
Nam-chifu pulled together, plus the overaill help of
the autochthons. He made an appeal to the emperor enti-
tled ''A hundred per cent bound to death''®.but the em-
peror was already ''a hundred per cent bound''to ignore
the situation. So Sdi Tap, despite his heroic defense,
was overwhemed'by the Nam-chi®u who became rulers over

An-nam. Did the fate of an area have to depend on

26, Vi Try g Q

27. Western Section or Tay.giang-ago 8 r 5EL.Tho
envious feeling of S84i Kinh came from the thought that
An-nam should have been under his command, and that
sai Tap, if he won the Nam- chidu, would accamplish more
than he did.

——-—-
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a lie inspired by envy ? It was apparent to all the colons

of An-nam that it did.And, terrible enough, it was not
30
the last time.

The death toll of this time was pretty high. A-
bout 150,000 soldiers of Sai T4p were killed and about
20,000 captured by the Nam~chi€u. This amount would
have made an army strong enough to defeat the Nam-chféu,
but confusion and frustration had invaded the generals
of the Chinese side so that the outcbme was doomed before
the fighting. And it is proper to remind here that this
amount of dead and captured were mostly colons, because
the divisions belonging to the expedition had gone back
to their home bases?l

The fate of Sdi Kinh who caused all this loss was
not better than that of Sii T8p. Because of his cruelty
and exactions, he was thrown out of his position'by his
subjects. He escaped to Ding-chaif hastily raised an ar-
my, went back to fight Ung-chﬁu where he was the boss.
Defeated, he fled to Qd@-chau. Here, nobody wanted to

receive him. As a punishment, the emperor named him

secretary in Chdu-nhai. On his refusal, he was ordered

28, s4i Kinh 7K 'f':';?': : Type of official who could do
any treacherous action to satisfy his selfishness.

29, ''A hundred per cent bound to death'! or “thép t&t
te’ o= .

36. Dudng An Quyén will soon replay the role of Sai Kinh
in the war to rout the Nam-chiéu.

31. The final battle was over in the spring of 863.
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to commit suicide in Linh-l&ng. And all this bappen-
ed even before the death of séivTap.33

But did the loss of Sdi-T&p and of 170,000
men mean also the loss of An-nam ? Or did it mean the
contrary ? Rather it meant the contrary, despite all
kinds of contrarieties.

When, at Jlast, the attack of Nam-chi&u came,
the attitude of the emperor was to wait and see. Even
he ordered to Sai Tdp to retreat to-Héi-m6n34, but Sai
T&p was already heavily surrounded by the Nam-chféu in
TShg-binh. The two military Commanders were hastily a-
lerted. More troops were mobilized. More attention was
paid to the damage that the Nam -chiéu might bring not
only to An-nam, but also to other Chinese areas. Qoth
Vi Try, and Trinh Ngaf who replaced séi Kinh, became
worried.

From the middle of 863, actions took place in a
speedy pace. The expeditionary army was called back to
duty. The Protectorate of An-nam was abolished to give

36

place to the Temporary Adminiatration of Giao-chfu,with
37

residence in Hai~m6n, then re-established. TBng Nhung was
made profect of Giao-chidu, then Governor of An-nam, with

- 37
Khang Thda Hu%n as Commander of the expeditionary army

LY N ) °

32. P&hg-chau A W : This was the district of Manh-
ling i Eﬁi under the Han. The Pudng made that chau.

33, All that happened to Sai Kinh unfolded in the 8thn
and 2th lunar months.

7
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of Linh -nam. This army stationed both in Ung-quin and

in Quing—chﬁu. In Hgl--én, the army : of colon-soldiers

numbered already 10,000?8
| In spring of 864, Truéng~Nh339was named Care-taker

of all the affairs of Giao-chﬁu.40 Because the colon-

army at Hai-mbn amounted to 25,000, the emperor also'

mandated Trdéng Nhan to re-capture An-nam. At the same

time, this official got an advancement.He was promoted

to the position of Khang Thia HJin, who just resigned

in the hope of avoiding diéclosure of his wrongndoing:%

As Commander of the Western Section, Trudng Nhan had

in addition under his power the divisions of Dunq-quﬁn

and Td-chiu. Even so, he did not want to go out and

fight the Nam-chiBu.

In this conjuncture, one of the greatest man ap-
peared. Cao Bi§n42 was judged fit for the job. The em-
peror made him Governor of An-nam and Commander of the
army. All the divisions under Trubng Nh@n had to be trans-
ferrgd to him. Cao Bi®nh was an eunuch, educated, . ta-
lented in matter of war, and very responsible. He was

at the head of his army at Hai-m8n in the fall of 865.

;:ﬁ HAi-mén ,-‘é— fﬂ t A port in the department of Hgp-

38. Trinh Nguﬁﬂ \%, ¢+ TY Tri, book 250, page 1725,Prior
to this post, he was MIIItary Inspector of Qué-quan
(Qué-quan guan-sat-sd) .

35. Te@porary Administration of Giao-ch@u or Hanh Giao-
chau 77 A& | .

37. Tong Nhung‘j{ ii :+ TJd Tri, book 250, page 1726.
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And envy again entgred the scene. There was
an official, named L{ Du;3chu, who had the title of
Giém~qu3n44. He did not like Cao Bifn to hava that job.
In order to dump the new 'governor, he wanted to play
a trick: To push Cao Bifn into the battle with the Nam-
chi®u with only 5,000 men. When Cao Bifn left Hai-mbn,
Duy Chu promised to follow him shortly with the rest
of the army, but in fact he did not go, nor give any
supply to him.

In the 9th lunar month, Cao Bidn arrived in Nanm-
dinh. He saw about 50,000 autochthons . . . harvesting
rice planted by the colons. The autochthons were comman-
ded by Trudng Thuyénfswho worked for Pham Ni Tafsthen
governor of An-nam. Cao Bifh gave to Trudng Thuyén a
smashing defeat, killed him, took over all the rice for
his soldiers. During the winter of 865, he studied the
situation while waiting for re~inforcement.

In T%hg—bfhh, outside Pham Ni Ta, governor,
there were Poin TU Thiégz Moderator of Thi@n-xibn48, and
Drudng T@p, his aide49,'7hi§u N%c Ni?oGovernor General
of Phi.da, and many autochthon leaders who served as
guides to the Nam-chi%u, the most prominent of them was

s 51
Chu Bao C8.

38. In Hanh Giao-chfu, the army was recruited among the
colons of An-nam. J

39. Trudng Nhan igf had ‘the title C&u-aduéng Giao-chau
sy & *g 2Z W .TU_Tri, book 258, page 1727.

40. The CAu-Auvng was found again in the administrative

- ——— e e —
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In the middle oz 866, the Nam.chiéu reshuffled
their high command. Boan TU Thién had became Moderator
of An-nam, while DUdng Tdp took the Moderatorship of
Thién—xi%n. But by the order of T¥ Long?znddng Tap led
his troops to An-nam to help Poin Tu Thi®n. Pham Ni Ta
and Tri%u Ngc Ni both got the title of generalisaime?3

There was also a change in the camp of Cao Bién.
Vi Trong €4camewith 7,000 men. With this ré-enforcement.
cao Bifn attacked the Nam-chiSu. But all the news sent
by Cao Bi&h were stopped by L§ Duy Chu in Hai-mon.The
emperor, énxious about the war-front, asked Ly Duy Chu,
who answered that Cao Bién stayed idle in An-nam. Inme-
diately Vidng Khouyéhsaas dispatched to An-nam to re-
place Cao Bi@h. Meanwhile Cao Biéh and Vi Trong Té had

a

-~ 3‘
come and besieged '1’8ng-binh more than ten daysvThe capi-

tal was on the verge of surrender, when Cao Bi®h heard

organization of Viét-nam up to the 20th century.

41. Khang Thua Hulin was accused before the emperox bw
Vi Try, the commander of the Eastern Section of Linh nam.

42. cao Bidn & J# : T2 Tri, book 250, page 1728; Hudng-
thu, book 185, page 3550; Tan Puéng-thd, book 224, page
Tl‘?& See also Complete History, book3, page 12-13,

43. LY Duy Chug f;&}?-]'rype of astute official of all times

44, Giém-quﬁn_e;i ﬁl\ title in Chinese army, who cared
about the discipline of the soldiers.

45. Trdébng Thuyen ?)-E J& General of Nam—ch{3u
46. Pham Ni Ta ;*E,HEJ_&. succeeded to Td '1(811..‘»2\ &%‘

47, Podn TV ThidnEL 1§ ’,‘ﬁ‘, was promoted to face Cao Bifh
in the f£inal phasc of Nam-chi8u war.
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that Vddng An Quydn and Ly Duy Chu were coming.He im-
mediately delegated his command to Vi Trong T8 and off
he went back to Hai.m8n. But prior to his departure and
after his victories over the Nam-chféu around T%ng-b?nh,

56
he sent one of his aides, named ,Tang Con,and Trong Té

had also sent his, named Vudng Hue T£h€7to bring the
good news to the empecror. On the way, these messengers
saw L§ Duy Chu procession but were able to avoid his
seizure. So, when Cao Bién reached Hai-mon, he received
at the same time the congeatulation of the emperor who
sent him back right.a.way to his former job.When once
again on the war-front, he saw at his dismay that Duy

Chu and ﬁn Quyéh cared less about fighting and more a-

bout bribes to let enemies getting out of the encircling

48. Podn T Thiap 5] Qﬁ;s Commander of the Nam-ch;eu
army in Thien-xien, the capital, and then, in An-nam.

49. ThiGn-xién & K : capital of the Nam-ch{eu.

50. Trleu Nac Nii'll!! 55'5’: First governor oj Phu -da, then
generalissimo in the fight against Cao Bién.

51. Chu -bao co éf' ﬁ & : This was the most efficient
guide Qf the Nam-~chi@u. When the Nam-chiéu were defeated,
Cao Bi@n killed him with other Nam-chiéu g=merals.

52. Tu Long and a)l his staff were in An-nam during the
fight with Cao Bien.

53. TJd TR, book 250, page 1728.
k)
54. Vi Trong Té ff’: A ?7

55. Vudng An Quy@n xE é%’ *ﬁgz He was of the same type
with L¢ Duy Chu.

56. 'l‘ang C"\'\ ‘E’ E’@_ : He became governor of An-nam, then
called Tinh- hai, in 880.
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line. He worked hard to encourage his soldiers, tightened

the lines and captured the capital. All the great generals
of Nam.chi®u were killedsgs well as the guide Chu ®go ch.

More than 30,000 enemies were beheaded. Cao Bié&h put

down also some tribal leaders who had shown more vehemence
in the help of the Nam-chféu. An-nam was re-gained.

After this victory, the emperor manifested a very
conciliatory attitude towards the Nam-chi%u. He ordered
to every front to stop fighting. An ambassador, named Ldu
thg Hiéufzas appointed to resume good relations with the
Nam-chi@u. He renamed An-nam fzhh-hai and assigned Cao
Bifh as governogo. cao Biln began a rescue task-force to
help the war victims, who were Chinese cclons.He plan-
ned to build more than 400,000 huts for the homeless and
rebuilt the rempart around the capital. A man of great
vision, he wanted to remove all the big reefs that obstruct-
ed the water-ﬁay between Tinh-hai and Ung-chau and Quéng-
chiu. He commissioned Y T8n Céslto accomplish that
work. Because of all these constructions, the emperor a-
warded him the title of Minister of Public Works. Cao

62 )
Bi&n was recalled to China in 869 . :

57. Vdéng Hu8 odn E .«’%\ ?—,{

58. The names of Nam-chi%u generals mentioned being kil-
led by Cao Biéh werg -Boan Tu Thi8n, Tri®u Nac Mi, Pham
Ni Ta and Chu Pao CO6. *

- 2
59, Luu £8ng Hi€n ZF:} 5&. ﬂ% embodied the weak position
of China at that time. Rebellions broke in many places,
generals were mostly corrupted....

o~ <, AR . ]
60. Governor or Tinh-hai tf’ét-ﬁé-s(js 3% 7 3'1/% fé—
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When the dizzy danger was over, the regular
needling danger came back. Because of the weakening of
the Edang, the governors felt more and more free tp do
what they wanted. And they wanted so much that nobody
could bear. In 8806 , people threw out Governor Tihg c%n.
former aide of Cao Bifn. In 905, the Prime Minister Chu
Toan Truggzwas obliged. to throw out his big brothexr Chu
Toin Duc, because of the bad reputation of this man in
Tinh-hai.

and, finally the great dynasty of the-adEng fell
in 907. This was of course a new cycle of trials and suf-
ferings for An-nam, as each time a change of imperial
power took place in the past. But this time, it was the
final cycle.The war of the Nam-chiéu had awakaned all
the colons, victims of the events of 363-866;5had shaken
off all their reluctance, and had sharpened their determi-
nation. Before the long overdue past, replenished
with exploitation and irresponsability, they had no o-
thar choice than to take the f%gal decision of self-de-

fense and self-responsabllity.

?,
61. pd Tén c8F % was a general, native of Ho nam,
under the command Of Cao Biéh.

62. Td tri, book 251, page 1729.

63. Chu Toan Trungék é? ;Q\ 1 He will) take over the impe-

rial power from the Dudng and found the New Ludng dynasty

(907- 923) ¢y 3

64. Chu ‘Toan Duc ﬁt‘ﬁi.was removed not becausa Chu Todn
Trung cared about the plight of the people in an-nam,

but hacause he needed a place to exile his rival Péc

cS Ton.
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almost
65, Eégh-sé viét-Nam skipsventirely the episode of the
Nam-chT&u domination. What might have meant by that ?
That might have meant that, according to its authors,
only the domination of China had to be resisted, not the
domination of other countries. That might have also meant
that their history of Vietnam were a history of the
autochthons fighting against foreign domination, but in
this case, the autochthons themselves had invited a fo-
reign country to invade An-nam, there would be no more
reason to talk about.
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LOCALITIES OF THE 8U-QUAN

1.Phong-chiu, (Kiey Tam ch@)

2.Nguy&n-gia (N uyén Th&i Blnh)

3. au ng-lgm (Tran Céng L3am)
4.98-aéng (96'Canh cdng)

' 5.Binh-ki&u (Nguy@h Du Djch)
6.Sidu-loai (Ngqyen Lang cong)
7.Tién-du (Nggyen Lénh-Cong)
8.T7&-giang (LU Ta cdng)
9.Phii-1idt (Nguyrn Hdu Cong)

10.H8i-h8 (Ki®€u Lenk cony)

11.H%ng~chdu (Pham Phong ft)

12. Giang B&- khau (Tr&h Minh

cong)
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CHAPTER NINE
THE POSITIVE STEP TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE

The fall of a Chinese dynasty usually entailed a
dismemberment of the empire. In the case of the -buéng,
this dismemberment came a bit late, because the transi-
tion of power was effected by a well-prepared usurpa-
tion. But the consequence was worse. In a lapse od a-
bout 60 years, five imperial dynasties succeeded one
another, with the co-existence of a number of other small
kingdoms.lThia gsltuation was for An-nam, or Tghh-héi,

a golden opportunity to materialize its multi-cantury-
old aspiration : independence. Caertainly,the people of
An-nam were not going to miss it.

In 905, when Prime Minister Chu Toan Trung recalled
his big brother from TThh-h;i, he had made a mecchiavel-
lic move. While showing off his hypocritical integrity,
he gdt a vacancy fit for exiling his most powerful ri-
val, Dbc C8 Téh, or if Cb T8n refusedto obey, he got an
opportunity to eliminate him. In fact, CG ?én had refu.
sed, and was relegated to the post of secretary in Qu?nh-
chau.2

To replace C8 TSﬁ, Chu Toan Trung chose a colon,

1.This period of the Five Dynasties or Ngﬁlagi iﬁl‘ﬂb
started in 907 and ended in 959.

2. Quynh.chiu was the department that -budng Chi%u-tang
had awarded to the rebel Duidng Thanh to appease his bad
feelings. TJ Trj, book 265, pages 1839, 1840.

e v e . —
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3 -
named KhieThda Du. Not only Thua Dy got the title of
4 ~ -
governor ~but was elevated to the grade of pong-binh-
5
chudng-sy .When Toan Trung took the imperial throne, in

907, Khuc Thua Du died and his son Khic Hao kecame his
successor. °

Khuc Hao governed Tzhh-hai only until 911, but
had a remarkable accomplishment.. Based on his good re-

lations with the Ludna, he resigted victoriously to the

governor of Thanh-h;i, by name Ldu'hn, who wished to
extend his governorship over Tinh-hai. To placate Luu
ﬁh the emperor elevated him to the honorific title of
Prince of the South Pacified? Still unsatisfied, Lduﬂﬁn

tried to hecome independent from the Ludng. But he died

in the same year with Khic Hao, leaving Thanh -hai to 7@
b

his brothexr Luu Nham.
Ludu NHam inherited the driving ambition of his bro- o

thepr. . Jlis aim was to expand both in power and in ter-

3. Khdec Thua Dy %14 7%&4'5 The process of secession

of An-nam from China began from this time. Circumstances
brought China to alltow to An-nam to he independent, and '
brought An nam to take care of itself, gradually.

SO B b
4. Governor or Tibt-ag-suifd /& (L Tu Tri,book 265,p.1842. :
5.-Béhg-bfhh—chu6ngvsdla F 3? fﬁf: Title that gave

to the holder to do what the cirdimstances eequired and
to report later to the empercr.

- It
6. Khic Hao Wb F0 :Td Tri, book 266, page 1848. f
7. Thanh -hai 5% 5&; :+ Former QuSng-chau.

a? ] :
8. Luu An 2&] Pé; : Man very ambitious, rival with the .
Khdc family. K

e e e -

9, Prince of the South Pacified or Nam-binh-vdong.{) q;lf ‘f‘
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ritory. First he did what was comparatively easier to

do : to inorease his nominal power at the expense of

the Ludng. In 917, he proclaimed himself emperor, called
his little empire agi-viétll, established his capital

in Phién-ngung. A year later, feeling that the title
qu-viét was not resounding enough, he changed it into
Hénfzwhich had more mental association.

Then, the emperor of the,Héh, or Nam-Hén,l3took
up his second aim: to extend his domination over Tinh-
hai. Khic Thda M§;4, who governed Tinh-hai since the
death of his father Khic Hao, was not a strong leader.
In a time when one had to provide for oneself a true
self-reliance, Khic Thua M§'wandered... In 919, he sent
a misgsion to the Ludng to seek additional appanage%sThis
move irritated Luu Nham who was lying in wait foxr a pre-
text to invade Tinh-hai. After a serious preparation, he

acted indeed. Taking advantage of the fall of the Ludng

in 923, he sent to Tinh-hat a hig army and his best géﬁé-

10, Ldu Nham %%ﬂ /§{ who later change his name in Liu
Cung &'j ?_'ﬁ .

1l. Pai-viét LfL Jiﬁi In 1054, emepror Ly Thai-tdng cal-
led his country al:so Dai viet. But in 968, when binh B3
Linh first created the new nation, wight-be in order to
avoid repeating a name already used, instead of calling
his country Pai-viét, he called -Pai- ch. vidt,

12. We know well that the Han dynasty was the longest in
Chinese history and one of the most brilliant.

13, Nam-Han lf] 5{: The Han in the south,

14. Khuc Thua Mf'ﬂﬁ 7¥K 3&, Tu_Trj, book 268, page '1862.
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16 17
ralaL§ Thd Dung and Lddng RhEc Trinh . When the Nam-

Hdn expedition came, Thia M§ immediately surrendered.
putting on

He was brought to Phi@n-ngung, where/his imperial or-
naments, Ldu Nham reproached Thda M; for his stuborn-
- ness, them put him in prison. Meanwhile ILudng Khéc Trinh
imitating Ldu Phudng, went to fight the Chiém-thinh,and
looted théir treasure. Ly Ti%n¥gas named by Ludu Nham go-
vernor of T?hh-hgi; that the emperor of Nam -Han had chan-
ged into Giao-chiu.Luéng thc Trinh stayed as military
commander.

But this Nam-Hain experience in Giao-chau was not
for long. It was difficult for Giao-chau to rise up a-
gainst China, it wasn't, however, against a little king-
dom like Nam-H4n. On the other hand, the example of suc-
cess of Khuc Thia Dy and Khic Hao had given much encou-
ragement to its inhabitants. So, in the same yecar, the
prefect of Al-chiu, DUdng Pinh thélg, led 3,000 men to
Téng—binh, bribed L§ Tfén to let him stay around, then
seized the capital. L§ Tfén escaped to Phién-nqung to be

beheaded. Luu Nham mandated General Trinh Bau to re-cap=-

~

15. Only the Ngu ® i su 1, ﬂZ(History of the Five
Dynasties) of Tiét CELCET&E.mthioned this seeking of
appanegg of powerA(Tieg and viet) , book 135, in the
edition of Nhi Thap Ngu Su, page 4372.

16. Ly Tha Dung & ¥ ABin Tu Tri was said to be sent,
én 1930, (book 277, page 1926).; and in_Tan Ngu dal su,
only in 926, (book 65, page 4469) .

17. Inddng Xhac Trinh 2y i lﬁ : There was_a curious
haprening in the Complete llistory of Ngo Si Lién:Instead

of two generals, g8 S1 Lién mentioned only one, and
the name was the comhination and modification of the

- ————
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) 20
ture Giao-chfu. Trinh Bau came, fought and was killed

in battle. All in all, Nam-HAn did not have a year of
domination., .

While Nam-Han was waiting forkéﬁ occasion for re-
venge on Dudng Binh Ngh%, Giao-chfu was not safe in the
latter's hands. In 937, one of his general, named Kigu
céng Tigglassassinated him to take his function. But ®inh
Ngh% had a son-in-law named Ngd Quyéhzz, prefect of Ai-
chau since he left this department.:-Ng% Quyﬁh.was.fu-
rious at the action of Céng Tién. After one year and a
half of preparation, he marched on T%ng—bfhh with a big
army. Cong Ti8n appealed to the king of Nam-Han for
help. So, instead of facing céng Tién, Ngo Quyah had to
fight uﬂwwtforeign forces.,

In 938, Nam—Hén was more than ready to help Ccoéng
Tién, It was what it was waitin;%gzr years, and it was
confident that it was going to get a big victory. At the
news of Cong Tién's appeal, Ldu Cung, former Luu Nham,
considered already Giao-chau as his territory.He gave to
his 9th son, named Hodng Théo,23 who since 933 held the

24
title of Vgn-vddng , the new title of Governor of Giao-

names of the above two generals.He said that Nam-Han sent
to Giao-chdu Ly Kh¥c chinh , a name that can not
be found no where except in‘ Complete History, book 5, pa-
ges 17-18.

/,
18.L{ Tién i; iii, : ™ Tri , book 277, page 1929.

, ~ A ;* 3 &
19, Dudng Binh Nghe ‘ﬁ ) 38 2; :In Complete History
this name is written Dudng Dién Ngh&. % ij-. A

~ 4. 3 -2 -
20. Trinh Bau ﬁiﬁ ﬁf when Trinh Bau came, the capital
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chiu. He intended to give him even the title Giao-
vddng.zsv The mandate that this Giao-vudng received
from his father was to take over Giao-chidu, make it a
part of Nam-Han and govern it. When Théo departed,with
a foretaste of new territorialacquisition, Ludu Cung led
also an army to HAi-mdn to be closer to his son.
Giao-vidng Hoang Thdo went to the battlefront as
to his own territory. His fleet was impressive. He was
sure of his victory, despite the warning of Tiéu féh
who advised him to proceed carefully.26 In reality, on
his approaching Giao-chiu, ominous news came to him.
céng Tién, who supposed to fight from the inside, was
xilled by Ng8 Quy&n. This cut his hope down to a half
and sowed doubt and worry in the mind of his army.And

the strategy of Ngb Quyén would destroy him.

was under complete control of Dudng Binh Nghé, who went
out to meet him.

21. Kidu Céng Tidn 6% 4 & :Td Tri, book 281, page 1
1953, _

22. Ng6 quyén R A& . 1d Tri, book 281, page 1957.

23. Hoing Thdo 54 *ﬁé : Ldu Nham had 16 son. In 933,
he gave to all of them the title vudng.Hoang Thao, the
9th son, got the name Van-vddng. ;ﬁi . .

24, Governor of Giao-ch@u: Giao-chdu ti@tnaﬁ—sﬁ.

25. Giao-vudng ol : King of Giao-chau.

26. Tiéu Tch Bl . was the advisor of the king of
Nam-Han. On decidi. ., .or the intgrvpntion bn Giao.chau,
LJdu Cung asled th.. ..,.lnion of Tieéu Ich, who answered:
''Now the weathe: ! not propitious and Ngd Quydn is

valiant and resou:.:ful. Please use guides and proceed
carefully''. But l.lu Cung did not listen to him.

ve .

o P

T e ¢ mcm e

e SR e i

L 2 e ea e c—— -




169

In fact Ng& Quyédh had his plan. He knew well
his enemy, he knew his country. He knéw even the mo-
vement of the tide at the mouth of chh-agﬁg River,
where Hodng Thdo would go through. He devised and ef-
fected in matter of days an original tactic. During the
low tide, he ordered to his men to plant many rows of
wood poles with pointed steel headszlcross the mouth
of Bgch-aiﬁg River. These poles could not be seen du-
ring high tide and boats of all sizes could go through,
But during low tide, the poles would wreck all heavy
boats.

Meanwhile, to encourage his troops, he pointed
out the disadvantages of the Nam-Han. Among other things,
he said that Hoghg Thao was yound, unexperienced, that
the death of Céng Tifn had increased Thio's worries,that
the Nam Han army, ﬁ%rry by the trip, would have lost much
of their fighting spirit. He did not forget to tell his
men that his tactic would be unmistakenly successful.Then
he explained them where to stay, what to do and when
to make what move.

When Hoghg Thao was still in the high sea, the
men of Ngé Quyéﬁ, riding light boats and high tide, went

out to attack. Unaware of traps, the fleet of Hoang

Al

. U’pai khau da thyc dai dac, nggf ky gru, mao chi

g L ]

d thigt: Xp g Q
i_ /‘A ;ﬁ ™ Tri, book 281, page 1957.

28. The difference between the low and high tide in the

mouth of the River Bach- .d3ng was almost a meter.
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Thdo . chased Giao-chfu fighting men, who seemingly

fled before them. Waiting for the Nam-Han-boats to pass
through the rows , and for the tide to lower enough

for the poles to have sure effect, all the army of Ngé

Quydn heretoforth hidden on both banks of chh.asﬁg

rose up simultaneously and made a decisive attack on

the enemies. In haste, the Nam-Han fleet retreated. Hit

by the steeled head poles, the Nam-H4n boats sank -one after
another. HoEng Thdo suffered a total defeat and died
drowned in the river. When LJdu Cung learned about what
had happened to his Giao-vidédng, he went home as lead-

ing a funeral.

Ng3 Quydn, triumphant, came back to Téng-binh in
the quality of a supreme ruler of Giao-chau. If the for-
mer governor of fhanh-h3i could make himself king, , why
could not he ? He made himself king of Giao-chaufges-

30
9
tablished his capital in C6-loa, and organized his

court. He governed directly on Giao-ch8u and ﬁl-ch&u,

and only indirectly on Hoan-chiu, where the dinh fa-
31 ‘
mily had ruled for a long time, Wi

From the beginning of 939, to 944, Ng& Quyén il

had no record. The Complete History said nothing about rﬁ

this period of 6 years, Viét-s&-lddc., neither. This

is very understandable, because Vietnamese historians i

29. Ngo Quyéﬁ did not give to his country a name at all.

2 .
30, C8-loa: Now in the district of B6ng-anh, close to
Hanoi. It seems that the vestiges of Co-loa dug up

nowadays dated from the time of Ngd Quyen.
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for the ancient history, used to copy what they found
in Chinese documents and Chinese documents said nothing
on the reign of Ngd Quyéh,

In 944, before his death, Ngd Quygh asked his
brother-in-law Dudng Tam Khzzto take care of his oldest
son, Ngo Xuddng Ng@p?3 But Dudng Tam Kha thought that on
what right the country should be committed to Xudng
Ng4p while he did all the governing ? Rather he took
the kingship himself, and he did; It was, however, an act of
usurpation. XuBng Ngép had to escape to the house of one
of his father's best friends, named Pham Lénh C6ng34.
Dudng Tam Kha kept with him the second son of Ngd Quyen,
Ngo Xuddng Van.35

criticized by public opinion, Dudng Tam Kha want-
ed to get rid of Xddng Nglp.Twice he sent his men to ask
back Ngb Quy&h's oldest son, but twice Pham Lénh Ccéng
stood firm. In 950, a rebellion broke out in the district

~ 36
of Thdi-binh, led by the families Budng and Nguyen .A-
37

~ 38
long with the generals Dudng Cahh Thac and B0 cat 1di,
Tam Kha sent out also Xudéng Van, in order to get the sup-
port of the population. When they reached Ti-1i8m, Xudng

vin harangued the generals on the injustice imposed on

his family by his uncle, and asked them to return to fight

Tam Kha. The plot succeeded. Xubng Vdn did not kill his

foster-father, but took away all his power.

31. ®inh B3 Linh had become prefect of Noan -chdu since
the time of DUdng ®inh Nghé, and was still prefect when

—— s . ame
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Once becoming ruler of Giaoechfu, Xudng van ask-
ed his brother Xudng Ngip to join him. Xudng Ngfp took
the title Thién-séch-vudn;? and Xddéng Van, Nam-fén-vudig.
Soon, the two brothers could not get along well. Nam
Tén-vddng retired from public life until his brother died
in 954. It was recorded that in 961 Nam T%nsvﬁdng would
have wished to renew relations with Nam-Han and asked in-
vestiture from Luu Tr&hg40. L§ Du41 was commissioned to
‘come ‘bo Giao~-chdu to perform the ceremony ,.but when Lﬁ
Du reached Bawch8u, Xu¥ng Vin asked him to go back to Nam
Hin under pretext that pirates were infesting the roads.
In 965, Xudng Vidn himself led an expedition against'the
$udng and Nguyéﬁ families in Thai-binh. An arrow ended

his life on his way.

Ngd Quyé?x came to power. After Binh Céng Trd 's death,
pinh B3 LInh had succeeded.

32. Dudng Tam Kha *ﬁ = !?q: Complete History, book 5,
page 22; Vidt s¥ lddc, page 13.

33, Ng& Xwydng Ngép -??— \g

- '
34. Pham Lénh céng 30 4 % : Lanh-cdng used to be
common words meaning high personage.

35. Ng§ Xudng van % «% < -
£+ Two family ‘names in the

36.Budng and Nguygq )%“
district of Thdi-binh.

37. DUdng Canh Thac ]’:ﬁ % ﬁﬁ
3. 5 cdt 1o1 & F 4

39, Thién-84ch-vidng K_ M X
40. ‘Nam-‘r‘a\n-vdéng |fj iff_ E.

7
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And then came the vorst days for the independ-
ence of Giao-chﬁu, the opposite extreme of those under
the Nam-chi®u domination. This time, the danger was
from the inside, from the internecine struggle. Little |
Giao-chfu was tearing itself into pieces, each one of
which tried to destroy the others. Small landlords con-
sidered themselves supreme ‘rulers hostile to one another.
History called this period that of the sd-quén 42

According to viét su ldQc, there were twelve

S&rquén with their territories as follows:
43

1. Kifu Tam cha, named Céng Han, occupied Phong-chfu;

2, Nguyé; Thai Binh, named Khoan, or Ky, occupied Nguy@n-gia.
45

3. Trin Céng Lim, named Nh4t Khanh, occupled-adbng-lam
46

4. aﬁ Cahh Cong, named Canh Thac, occupied -D&-HSng gnan_g
47

5. Nguyén Du Dich, named Xudng Xi, occupied Binh- kl%u
8

6. Nguyén Lgﬁg-CSng, named Khu€, occupied Si&u-loai
49

7. Nguyen Lénh-Céng, named ThuTiép, occupied Tién-du
50

8., Lv Ta cong, named-Ddang, occupied Te-glang .
51

9, Nguyga H&h CSng, named Siéu, occupied Pha-liét

41, LY Du %ﬁ M : TAn Budng-thd, book €5, page 4469,
42. Si-quin ‘fi & : Landlord.

ﬁ\ ’
43. Kieu Tam-chegfg i céng Han 4 1§ _Phong, chau }g‘}' ']H
now district of Bach-hjc, province of vinh- phu.

44. Nguyﬁn rndi Binh P :ﬁ.", Khoan &Z Ky 2 Nggyen-gia
, now district of Clm-khé, province of Vinh- phu.

T

45. Tran Cérg Lam'il‘ # B% Nnhfit Khanh — (eﬂ pddnu-~18m A

now district of Ba—v\ province of Ha-tdy.

46. B5 Canh Cdng? ¥ 'j;' 43 Canh 'I‘hqc.g: .z,!j -aa—aé:ng +F I
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52

10. Kidu Lenh Céng, named Thulin, occupied H61-hd
53

11, Pham Phong At, named Bach H&, occupied aang—chau

12, rz%h Minh céng, named Khoan, occupied Giang-ao-kh;hs‘
It is interesting to note that this internal

st;uggle affected only Giao.chau, because ail the locali-

ties mentioned were within a narrow circle going from

V;nh-phﬁ to Thai-binh, from Hi-tly to Hi.bic, excluding

even Nam-dinh.

In reality, were there twelve landlords? It might
have been less than twelve. Tong-adss wrote'' wggn Ng8
Xubng Vin of Giao-chiu died, his aide Lu X{ Binh ,then
prefect of Phong-ch&u, Kidu Tri HY,then prefect of vabniniz
Dudng Huy and his aide Bévcénh Thac, rose up and fought
one another. In the twelve chdu of the area, people ga-
theregain groups and plundered. They attacked Giao-chiu

...'' But twelve or not, they had transformed Giao-ch3u

now district of Thanh-.oai, in Hanoi.

47. Nguyn Du Dichft, A% £ Xudng x{& IR Binh-kibu F e
The Complete History transformed this name into Ngo Xdéng
xi emberaisingly considered him as successor of the
Ngo family. Binh ki8u is now district of Trifu-sén.Lich
SW Viét Nam says that ''The king Qf Ngo § xdcng X1,
now retrceated south and occupied Blnh-kléu"(p 148) .

48, Nguyen Lang Congpi'_, Jﬁ, vy Kllue. % Sieu-loa.lfw xﬁ
now district of Thujn-thanh, Ha-bac.

49, Nguyen Lénh CongP/{_, A D ghu '1‘1ep'?}' *ﬂ"rien-duf'-l} &%)
now district’of Tién- sdn, Ha-bac.

50. Lu T4 Cong)! 14 Aﬂu’ong }b—'ré‘-giangﬁ 1%, now district
of V&n-l4m, province of Hai- hﬂhg.

51, Nguyén Huu céng B, 4] 4 siéu £ Phu‘-li§t—€ _»flj now
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into an arena of war,

Facing the destructive situation of Giao-chlu,
Pinh BO LIhhsg, prefect of Hoan-chdu, built up his mili-
tary forces. He sent his son ®inh Liéhso to his native
village Hoa-lu, in Giao-chau61 to protect it from the
jnvasion of other landlords. When the situation worsen-
ed, he became landlord himself, brought his forces from
Hoan-ch8u to Hoa-ld, and there, with his son, began his
important task of pacification'and unification. It took
him almost two years to accomplish it. All the other
landlords, each one with a small army in a small area,
surrendered to him, one after another, People proclaim-

62
ed B8 Linh the ''All Victorious King''.

district of Thanh-trI, Hanoi.

52, Kidu L&nh conglk 4 A Thuin ME HOL-hd B 3fnow
cah-kna, vE -phﬁ?ﬁ F i

53, Pham Phong e3¢ = Bach HS A J%, .bi¥ng-chau 5 ‘]‘H
now district of Kim-a8ng, province of Hai-hung.

54, Trfn Minh céng AR 84 % Khoan 'ﬁ Giang-bb-kh'gusiﬁ

Ny

o ., now district of Vu-tién, in Thai-binh.

55, Téng sU AC B : written by Thoat Thoat AX., A% under
the Nquy&n dynasty (1260-1368 ), in the edition Nhj_Th3p
Ngid su, book 488, page 5712. LU XU Binh & B8 Jknown o-

/

therwise as Nguyéh Du Dich, or Xudng Xi'
56. Ld Xi/ Binh, or Xudng Xxi was not of the Ngd family.
57, Vo-ninh ﬁ, ? former. Glia-ninh.

58, Again, it is clear that only Giao-chau was affected
by the civil war.

59, dinh BQ tinh T '*’.ﬂ! %‘é 1 Complete History, boqkl.ba’m-
ky, page 1-2,
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In 968, the whole area, including Giao-chlu,
X1-chiu and Hoan-chdu, that means the former An-nam or
Tinh-hai, was under the control of ®inh B$ LInh. It was
natural for him to take the step that L§ B{ took in
544; to proclaim himself supreme ruler of a new country.
It was exactly what ®inh B3 Linh aid.XBut first it is
proper to state that the situation of dinh B§ Linh was
not the same as that of Ng8 Quy&h in 939.NgS Quyén did
not have affair with China as aﬁ empire, but iny éith
the Nam-Hén, a little kingdom hostile to the Chinese
imperial dynasty. When Ngd Quygh declared his independence,
it was independence toward the Nam-Hén. In 968, Pinh B§
Linh faceda bigger problem. He had to deal with the im-
perial dynasty of the T%hg. The independence, if gained,
would have a fuller and more lasting meaning.

There was a happy coincidence that helped Pinh B¢
Linh a lot in his relations with China. While he was vic-
torious over his internal enemies, the emperor of the

T%ng was also victorious over his internal enemies. By all

60. ®inh Lidh T 3#: Son of ®inh B§ LInh, who headed
many commissions to China in the name of his father, so
China history usually took his name as ruler of Giao-chiu.

61, Hoa-ld% ]ﬁz A village in the province'of Ninh-bi\nh.
district of Gia-vién.

62. All Victorious King or Van Théng vddng E% x T
In reality, Binh B3 LInh not only won over his internal
enemies, but also won the diplomatic struggle with the
First Emperor of the Téng dynasty,

P ﬂ"‘ P

-
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purpose, the Tﬁng emperor could put hém on the list of
Chinese internal enemy to be cracked down, because at

the end of the-Bdang dynasty, Giao~ch&u was part of Chi-
na, as well as the Nam-Héh, or any other little kingdom
cut out from Chinese empire during. the Five Dynasties pe-

63
riod.Now, T@ng Théi-é%

unified the fprmer-BdBng terri-
torys he would have to include Giao-chiu in his scope.
Keenly aware of that fact} Hinh B$ Linh proceed-
ed aatutely to cope with current situation. To have a
strong basis to talk with China, his kingdom should be
well established. So, in 968, he made himself emperor
of a new nation, calledaagi—C§1Vi§gf established his ca-
pital in Hoa-1\Y, organized a royal court, applied a rigiad
discipline to all the inhabitants. Then he waited an
occasion to get into contact with the T%ng emperor.

The occasion came at last in 973, when Téng Théi-
t8 seemed to think of Giao-chiu. His son, Binh Lién,
went to China with rich presenta.The Tghg emperor was
very pleased , because the timing was perfect. But the
result was still poor, because the emperor was thinking

as if Giao~-chiu were still a Chinese territory. Binh B

Linh was given the title Governor of Giao-chau. This would

63. Téng Thai-td }*? ‘ik.jﬁb(960-976) He was man 8O res-
pected by the generals and soldiers that they acclaimed
him emperor almost without his previous coneent.

64. Pai- 06\.vi$t *_%.%m The memory of the -Dgi—vi‘ét

of Liu Nham was so recent that 8inh B§ Linh did not want
to repeat lt. So he put a middle word, cd\
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mean that all the efforts of the Khdc, of the Ngo and

of the Sinh families were nil, and agi-cglviét was re-
duced to the status of a Chinese department, as ever be-
fore. Fortunately, it was not yet the end of the resour-
.cefulness of -binh B§ Linh.

In 975, another commission,also headed by ®#inh Liéa,
who had the mandate to obtain a more liberal status for
Giao-ch3u. This time, in a very carefquworded message,
the Téng emperor gave to ®inh B@ Linh the title of Giao-
chl qu@n-vdbngss. That was wha£ at least Dinh B9 Linh
wanted to have, because with that,-ﬂgi-cglviét could con-
sidered itself as a separate political unit detached from

China, though suzerain to China. In fact, the History of

the T%ng classgified Giao-chi as a foreign country.

65. Giao-chi quin-vidng k ﬂtgp is Tong-sy . book 2, *[
in the edition of Trung-hoa Hoc~thudt vién 4#; ,Ji g

4*? Eﬁz » Taiwan, 1972, page 8. _Q
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