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EPILOGUE
VIETNAM WAS BORN

In the second half of the 10th century, Dinh B8
tinh had materialized for the first time the éolitical
independence for the Vietnamese people. It is from this
date - 968 - that one can speak of a nation called Viet-
nam, This nation, from this date, had a territory that need-
ed ten centuries to decide on its borders. It is from this
date that this nation had a people that needed more than
ten centuries for its formation.1

The Giao-chI area2 began to cover 7 departmenta.3
then 9 departments4, under the Han. In this administrative
organization, only three far-south departments concerned
the Vietnamese. The Ngd, though precarious in matter of
power, had made the first step in cutting Giao—ch{ into two
chsu, Giao-chiu and Quéng-chéu. The name An-nam, once given
to Giao-ch3u under the Nggys, was sanctioned by the-adShg,
to designate the three far-south departments, when this
dynasty conceded to bestow to it a new form of political
arrangement, the Protectorate, It was thias An-nam, on which
the Nam-chi%u imposed their temporary domination, that ®inh

B§ Linh for the first time erected into a country, called
agl-cﬁ-vigt, or Viédt-nam.

l. The formation of the Vietnamese people has been one of
the longest in history.

2, Glao-chl b8, 3. Tn 111 B.C. 4. In 106 B.C.
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The formation of the Vietnamese people was more
painful. While historians, who wrote about Vietnam history,
did not quarrel on the territory of Vietnam, they had ne-
ver agree{on the origin of the Vietnamese people. Most of
them thought that a strong Vietnam should have been built
by ethnic elements sprouting from Vietnamese soil. They tri-
ed consequently to depict the autochthons in a better light.
Sometimes they exagerated what they found in the documents,
sometimes they aven distorted the documents to satisf§
their view. But the truth of history defiantly popped up
its head to show which course to follow.

While many historians intentionally dismiss the fact
that the autochthons were repeatedly defeated by Trigu-ai.
by L& Bdc Pic, by M Vién, and that they had treacherously
brought in’ the Nam-chi®u to dominate over An-nam,the reali-
ty was that besides the autochthons, the uprising of Trung
Tr¥c itself had testified the existence of Chinese colons,who
grew in number with the centuries and had ultimately become
the Vietnamese people.

In effect, the colons who helped Ma Vién to fight a-
gainst the Lgc-vi@t increased in number gradually. Coming
from Chinese lands, they populated Giao;chi. then C&u-chan.
then Nhat-nam. Generation after generation, they got accli-
mated; naturalized. There came a time when the descendants
of the first comers did not know other native country than
where they were born. And therq came also a time when even

China considered them as kind of half-foreignera, sukbject
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to political, cultpral and economic discrimination .

It was th@se descendants of Chinese colons who grew

into the majority of the population, especially after the
defeat of Trung Trgc, that constituted the Vie;namese. They
were gradually awarg of their common interests, of their
identity, and of the possibility,even of the necessitg,of
being politically independent from China. As the uprising
of Trung Trgc was the last attempt of the autochthons to
regain tribal power, the uprising of the colon L§ Bi was
the first attempt of the Vietnamese to initidte a mew coun-
try. Ly Bi failed as Trung Pric did, But Tring Tric mark-
ed an end, while Lﬁ Bf a beginning, which would come into
full realization with Binh B3 Linh.-

Full realization, indeed, At the end of the Budng,
Khdc Thua Du was appointed by the emperor to be gover- 3

nor of Tghh-hgi. When the king of Nam-Hén wanted to an-

nex Tfﬁh-hai, Ngo Quygh defeated him completely at thg 8
mouth of Bgchédéhg River. Ngb Quyéi became independent in
regard to Nam-Han. But Pinh B3 Linh, after pacifying and
unifying his country, . proclaimed himself empercr and

was recognized as independent ruler by the TShg-empexor )

himself, in 975.

g ’
5. When tha Nguy gave to Lu Hung the title of An-nam Tudng-
qnén, this An-nam stood for Giao-chfu, and Giao-ch8u :.co-
vered the territory of former Giao-chi-b§.

6., In 792, there was a report to the Budng emparor about
the maritime commerce in An-nam. The governor of Lihh-
nam wanted the emperor to divert this commerce to Quang-
chfu, A mandarin by name Luc Chat trind to avert the em-
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0f course, the T%hg'emperor did not want to con-
sider his recognition of Giao-chiu as permanent. Anytime
he thought it feasible to reconquer the former Chinese
colonies, he would hasten tb do so. In 980, at the news
of dinh B§ Linh's death, he earnestly threw a big army in-
to Giao-ch8u. Chinese troops followed two roads: they ca-
me by land through Lgng—sén, and by sea through Bach-
ding River. L& Hoan, Commander in chief of the army of Pinh
BO Linh and his successor on the throne of D@i-célviét,
was also‘ready. After destroying the Téng's fleet in Bach
d3ng as Ngb Quyén had done to the Nam Han half .a century
before, he.tofre into pieces:the Téng's army in Chialéhg?
This was the way -Pai-c8-viét re-affirmed its willingness
to be independent. | |

And since this victory, this continued to be the
way Dgi-célviét, or Dai.viét, Sehaved with its Giant Neigh-
bor to the North. For, China came back almost periodi-
cally, and each time with its biggest army possible.The
N:;uyéne camelén the 13th century, the Minhgin the 15th,
and the Thanh in the 18th. If the circumstances differ-
ed more or less from one time to another, the purpose of
these coming-backs was invariably the same: Taking Bai-viét
back to China. And each time, Pal-viét victoriously re-

fused to go along. .

- peror from this discrimination. T™ Tri, book 234, page 1606.

7. L8 Ho’an\ég *Q i General of dinh Tién-hoadng and founder
of the Tién L3 B Jjﬁdynaatytsal-low. '
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China remembered better than the Vietnamese
themselves the ten-century-long period of their formation.
According to the view of Chiha,-aei-viet was always a
Chinese area tempbrarily detached from China. Each new
Chinese imperial dynasty seemed to think it its duty to
re-capture the so-called lost territory. The experience
of previous defeats did not matter, because it was almost
unbelievabie that Giant China could not overcome little
pai-viét.

The Mongols, or the Nguyan, tried twice with all
their forces. And what tremendous forces the Nguyén had!
Even so, they were miserably defeated in 1285; and in 1288,
when they made their supreme assault, they were literally
crushed.llThe Minh, who succeeded the Nguy&n, got a tempo-
rary victory. From 1407 to 1417, they governed-Dgi-viét as
unchallenged rulers. During that time, the vorst things
of the colonial period were put back into practice with
more subtlety and more stringency. But in 1418, L& ]:@:I.'a
emerged as savior, and during ten long years, he fought and v

: 12
chased the Chinese home after smashing victories. The

Thanh came in 1789 at the request of a deposed king, L&

13
Chiéu~thﬁng. Unfortunately, the Chinese generalissimo, Ton

- b ee

8. The Nguyén fta or the Mongols became rulers of China
from 1260 to 1368.

9. The Minh B}j (1368-1640) was successful at first be- ,
cause irresponsability of the Vietnamese dynasty of the HO.

10.The Thanh % or the Manchous governed China from 1640
to 1911, , :
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~ 14 ~ ‘
81 Nghi, had to flee desperately before Nguyeén Hué the

Vietnamese hero, leavingalmost all his army drowiwed in
the Red Rivér.

Facing this recurrence of invasion on the part
of China, and these repeated victories on the part of
Vietnam, the Vietnamese historians belonging either to
the old Chinese school or to the socialist school, had
explained the formation of the Vietnamese people in terms
of a radical difference in origin with the Chinese people;
any similitude th;t could be found between the Vietna-

condbuesd ad

mese and the Chinese wasvimposed by the governing nation-
China- to the governed one- Vietnam.

But 1f it were so, one of the strangest phenomena
had happened. Why other ethnic groués of Vietnam, such
as the Mudng, the Mén; the Lolo, the Nung, the Thai, the
Meo, etg...could keep their customs, their language, their
feligions, in one word, their way of life, and only the
Vietnamese lost theirs? Were they not the majority of the
population ? Why, globally speaking, the Vietnamese cul-
ture was Chinese ? the Vietnamese language was Chinese ?
the Vietnamese religions were Chinese? the Vietnamese e-

5
ducation was Chinese ? And Chinese also was the drive for

11. The Mongbls obviously made all their efforts to take
over bai-viet, but coldd not.

12, L& Ldié*?iﬁﬂ: He symbolized the very strength of viét-
nam, because he rose up. to fight against China not in the.
name of a dynasty nor of the faithfulness to a dynasty, but
in the name of a plain Vietnamese citizen.

‘-.
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southward expansion.,.

| And how miraculous the chinge in the autochthons
to make them able to win over the Chinese time and a-
gain theongh centuries since 966 ? Was it pot the trend’
of self-defense and the zest for rebellion was weaken-
ing among the tribes since the defeat of Trung Tréb in
the lst century ? Were the autochthons, who had called in
the Nam-chiBu to ravage An-nam, so interested in the fate
of An-nam to defend it at any cost ?

Of course, these considerations should not be
construed in an anachronical manner. One cannot take.Viét-
nam of the 20th century and consider it as that_of the
10th century. Much change had happened during the 10
centuries of Vietnam existence’. Besides its capacity to
reject Chinese invasions, Vietnam had expanded itself
twice its original size. It had overrun the kingdom of
Champa, and the kingdom of Lower Cambodia. These accom=-
plishments and its millenary of independence should have
entailed much differentiation with itself both in the
way of life and in the racial components. Even so, up
to now, Vietnam did not lose any characteristics of a

: 6
smaller dragon.

13, 18 chibu-théng % & J§: The last king of the
Restoration Period of the_J.6 dynasty ''133-1789). After
the total defeat of T6n S8i Nghi, he went to China and

died there. In 1804, his corpse was brought back to Viet-
nam . )

14. Tén ST'Ngh;-Sﬁ * 1%&: One of the hapless Chinese
generals who led the Chinese invasions of Vietnam. i
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It is not necess#:y'to exagerate, nor to distort
history, to have a normal view'on Viétnam. There was no
miraculous change in the autochthons. There was no strange
phenomenon in the fact that the Vietnamese way of life
was similar to that of China. With the existence of the
Chinese colons in Giao-ch?, in Giao-chau, in An-nam , in
Tzhh-hai, all the gquestions brought forth above, get
proper answers by themselves. It was this existence that
most of the Vietnamese historians denied.

The secret of the sérength of these colons can be
found in the uprising of .542, L§ Bf, when he stood up,
did so not in the name of the colons alone, nor in the
name of any single tribe, but in the name of a national
cause. The capacity of the Vjetnamese to Qin in Bach-

" 3&ng, in Chi—lihgfrin an-kf@p}sin Nggc;hgifgcame from
the very fact that they were by no means inferior to
their invaders in terms of brain ability, of military
training knowledge, of strategic skill. Why ? Because
“if their invaders were Chinese, they were also Chinese
descendants. And they were favored by the geographical
sgtting of their own country, by their special climafe.
by their better knowledge of their environment, and by
the fact that they had to fight on their own territory,

15. To cite only one example: Up tp 1917, all the exa-
minations in Vietnam were conducted in a typical Chinese
way. The students had to use Chinese language, had to
study Chinese textbooks, and had to use Chinese history
in their allusions. That year, the French Protectorate

abolished Chinese examinations and installed the French,
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In short,. vietnam was originally a portion of
Chinese far-south territory. And the Vietnameée people
were decendants of Chinese colons. These colons, along
with the autochthons who constituted the minority, rose.
up against China in the 10th century and made the nation
of Vietnam. To insist that the Vietnamese were the des-
cendants of the Lgc-viét, for example, is similar to in-
sist that the American people Are descendants of,say,

the Sioux.

THE EKEMND

16. China is usually considered as the Giant Bragon and

Vietnam, the Smaller dragon (Title of a History of Viet-
nam of Joseph Buttinger. N

17. G¢hi-lang was the arena of victory of L& Hdan in 981,
of Le 1¢i in 1428, :

o ,
Vgn-kiep was the place where the Trgﬁ troops won over
the Nguyén in 1288,

19, Nggc-hgl was the place where Nguyén Hu&bdestroyed
the army of the Thanh in 1789, while Tén Si Nghi left
everything behind to flee away.
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APPENDIX
Important dates

The Han took over the kingdom Namviet.

<9
* Creation of the Area of Giao-chi or Giao-

. ch;-b§ consisting of 7 departmentd.
Usurpation of Vudng Mghg |
Revolt of Trung Tréc
Victory of Ma Vién
Revolt of Khfu Lién in Tdéng-lﬁm and cre-
ation of the Lﬁmﬁgp kingdom;
Si Nhigp, prefect of‘Giao-chi
The name Giao_ch{ bo was changed into Giao-
chdu
'Division of Giao-chlu into Giao-ch&u and
Quang-~chiu
28 Tug PG killed Lim-8p king Pham-HS Pat
Great victory of Din Hoa Chi over Lim-%p.
Uprising of Lf Bf
'Victory of Tran Ba Tién.
Revolt of Ly Phat Td
Surrender of Ly Phit T to General ILiu
Phidng |
Victory of Luu Phudng in L&m-Ap.
Establishment of The Protectorate of An-nam.
Establishment of the Nam-ch{3u kingdom.

Change of L%mfﬁp into Hoan-vudng,

Occupation of Boan-vubBng over Hoan-ch&u.

N L, T2 ==

rer————
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856 ' Hoan.vudng was changed into Chiem-thinh
863-866 Domination of the Nam-chiéu over An-nam
866 . Victory of Cao Bién

905 Khdc Th&& Dy was appointed governor of

~ ;) . LA ~
Tinh-hai with the title Pong-binh-

chudng-sy.

907 Khio Hao succeeded to his father Khic Thda
Du

91l ' -lxhﬁc Thda ﬁ; succeeded to Khuc Hao.

923 - Khue Th&h'M; surrendered to the Nam-Han

pudng Pinh Nghe chased the Nam-Han out

937 ) Kiéﬁ céng Tién assassinated Dudng pinh Nghs.

9381 Ngd Quyén killed Kidu Céng Tién

939 Ng6 Quyén's victory over the Nam-Han at

Bach-3ang River.

944 ~ Ngb Qﬁyéh died.
Usurpation of DUéng Tam Kha.
950 Ngd £ddng van took back the throne of the
Ngo
954 , Ngd Xubdng ﬁg@p died
965 Ngé Xudng Van died
966-968 diotic period of the Si-quén.
968 Victory of Binh B§ Linh

Establishment of ﬁQi-chwiQt.
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CHRONOLOGICAL CORRESPONDENCE
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